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Women’ should be Sint the Editors at the earliest possible date, 
in no case later‘than fost fost essen prior, 
‘of the paper. 


Subscriptions t0 thé paper shold. be sent to The 


Votes for Women," 4; Clements Inn, Strand; WC. 

~ The terms. are 6%. 6d. ansival Te for ome 

The paper can be obtained from all 

For quotations for qdvertisements, apply to the: Advertisement. 
“Votes for- Clements Tun, Strand, 


“DEDICATION. 


dom: to the noble women all dowir the ages kept the » 


flying aad looked toward to this day without seeing it: 


», to all women all over the world, ‘of whatever race, or 


creed, or calling, whether ‘they be us or 


the so eventful .in..the of for 


comes to a close; we ask our readers to direct their 


attention back to the end%of the year 1907, and mark the tre-' 


occupied ‘seven: rooms in Clements Inin, in three of which; 
about ‘120 people, the weekly. At ‘Homes :were 


“on. ‘every. Monday afternoon; it had. ‘raiged, and ex. 
pended the sum. of about’ £7,000% it hiad filled the © Meen”s: Hall, 
London, and’ several? othier important. halls“in the country's ‘it 
hak conducted an open-air’ campaign, including. many meetings 
attended by several thousand. people. ‘Vorgs FOR WOMEN 
for: ‘thepe: months mofithly’ drgan,ahd. had obtain ned. a 


of about the ‘Union had put great deal 
‘valuable’ work. at many by-elections ; but. the effectiveness 
‘wore was not — 


Office Expansion. 
the. year: in every field of activity the ‘Union has 


and. enlarged itself. several-fold, until to-day it is ac | 


‘knowledged. on alk: hands to’ be. an important factor the 

political situation. At the commericement of J anuary six addi-_ 
‘tional rooms were added to the office premises ; these have been’ 
since increased on occasions, until the rooms occupied. by, 
the staff now are seventeen in London alone;,’ But this figure. 
does not adequately represent the advance, fot whereas in 1907 


ae three of the offices were largely gigen.up for the purpose of the 
weekly At ‘Homes, these have been: transferred, firstly-to the 


~ small Portman Rooms, then to the large Portman Rooms, and 
row to. the Queen’ s Hall. Meanwhile, Thursday evening At, . 
Homes have been started in the offices, then transferred to the 


Po Rooms; and’ are/in the new year to be held in the 


| ames’s ‘Hall, Great Portland-street. Further than ‘this, in. 
several. of the most. important. provincial. centres. ises have 
‘been ‘taken and occupied by the Women’s Social and Political 
Union; at. which their work is being carried on. ‘This is the , 
case in, Bristol, in -Manchester;. in Bradford, i in ey! in’ 


middle ‘of took place the ‘mid-Devon election, 
wher thé: previous: Liberal. ‘majority, of 1,200 was’ converted. 


a Conservative majority of 559. This remarkable result was - Pe 


‘admitted on all hartds to be targely due td the active work of | 
Mrs. Pankhurst and other members of the Women’s Social and © 
Political” Union.’ This has been followed up. by. _successfuky 
achievements in other parts of the country, the t noticeable. 
in “Peckham, North-West: Manchester, Haggerston, and 
-_ Newcastle, at-all of which striteing evidence of the effect which . 
the women is: available sources. 


the. Union. was “ shocked by. the arrest Mrs. 
‘Pankhurst, the. revered founder of the movement, .on the most 
trivial charge;: and by the sentence of Six: weeks’ 
vin the second division which was meted to her.  At'the same 
time a: large number of other arrests were made. At the end |. 
of June a’ further series of ‘atrests occutred as a result of a 
renewed. attempt to interview the: Prime Minister. On this 


occasion ‘sentences of, three ‘months were. ‘meted. out to 
offenders. A third series of arrésts took’ place on October 23° 
for a similar attempt; And:this: Mrs;-Pankhurst, Chris- 
tabel Pankhurgt,, and charged ‘with ine 
citing; ’? and sent to prison for.three months and ten weeks and. 
, thrée months Tespectively. ‘Mrs. Drummond was, however, re- _ 
leased fortnight, and. efter icight 
.on . the. part of roused. the: 


members of the Union: to the highest exertions, and in 
Months ‘was ‘preater progress. made than: during the ‘period 


“fncarceration. During ‘the’ self-denial week which fol- 
. lowed. the February: arrests: 3,000: was raised, which by 
“special donations at the Albert Hall meeting was.increased to a 
Aotal ‘sum, of £7,000. “But this’ splendid: effort did not exhaust. 
finajicial resources of the members; during the whole of the 
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porters in the House who allowed it not to be sent to a Select 
Committee, and owing to the refusal of the Government to give_ 
any further time for its discussion, it was not carried through », 


though the jury.in the end brough 


226.4 WOTES FOR WOMEN: DECEMBER 31) 1908, 
previously forthcoming during the: whole period of the Unions’ and the interest which is felt in, these districts has": a per 

In February also the Woman's Enfranchisement Bill was. Jn November took place, the trial of Mrs. Baines in Leeds, 

carried through its second reading in the Commons by the large “which wais the first occasion’on which a woman suffragist had 
majority of 271 to 92, but owing to the weak -action of its sup* a trial by a judge and jury for’her action in demand-"-* 


ing ‘the vote. Mrs. Baines was defended. by Mr. Pethick % 
Lawrence. The trial eyoked veryconsiderable interest, and, 
t in a’ verdict of guilty owing 


Wy 


any further stages, and was abandoned. - to their belief int the correctness of the police evidence, if was ..5 ie 
felt that Mrs. Baines had made a great impression by her. 
Public! tadoor Meetings. pluck and consistency. 
In March the Albert Hall was packed from floor to ceiling | ‘Protests at Meetings. 
with women who had come to protest against the continued 4 Political Union 
disenfranchisement of their sex. This was the first occasion on In December the omen's pons ? 
which this great. hall had been filled in the cause of Votes. for monstrated at the meeting in the Albert Hall, a 
Women, -but on three subsequent occasions it has since been Lloyd and 
filled by women for the same cause, once for’ a meeting con- longer to OF" 
_ vened by the National Union of Women’s: Suffrage Societies, of deeds. _ This,'achon was done in ‘pursuance of the 'se 
| and once for a meeting of the Liberal women, and for a second . policy, which has achieved great the year, 
~ time in Octobergby the women of the*Women’s Social and _ constantly interjecting comments at abinet 
Political Union.“gIn addition to these meetings in London meet-. "8S, policy which, though largely rhisundersto 
3 ings in the largést halls'in the provincial towns have been held. ™& recogmised by political experts as in keeping | with — the ee 
*$ On several occasions the Free Trade Hall, Manchester, has been. traditional policy of those outside constitutional rights. The Tras 
a crowded to overflowing ; the Town Hall, Birmingham, has been action of the women in this matter has called forth the special | a 
P _ filled on several occasions ; the’St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, the legislative energy ‘of Parliament, and in the last few days of 
i Synod Hall, Edinburgh, and the St» George’s Hall, Bradford, the session a special Bill was hurried ‘through both Houses ae 
had are among the mariy halls which have been taken and filled by _ making such action in the future punishable by fine or im-) 
so ‘ meetings in support. of woman suffrage, and the W.S.P.U.. prisonment. Such an: Act, however, will have no effect upon: | 
alone has held several thousand indoor: méetings at’ which the this method of agitation. ; | 
Weekly ‘Nowspaper... the same month of the year took place the release of.” 
‘ In April the great interest in the paper Vores: FOR ‘Women Mrs. Pankhurst, 
=. decided the editors to produce it weekly instead of monthly, and from prison, and a breakfast was given. at the inns at 4 ‘’ if 
great has-been the interest in the weekly issue that the cir- Hotel, where the large room, holding 460 
a culation has now reached the figure of 15,000 copies per week, — inadequate for the number of those who wish i . een rs 
and its growing popularity justifies the confidence that in the that occasion. In the evening a ting 
a ‘Course of the coming year this number will be several times enthusiasm. was held at. the» Queen's, ‘Hall, where a vast 
multiplied. auidience- gathered together at only five days’ notice todo 
honour ‘to the brave spirit of the founders of the Union. 
ia Parliament, made his famous pronouncement which has so Among the most remarkable signs of progress during the. 
ic often been referred to as an offer to woman suffragists. In. Year has been: the growth of the literature departmen tof the 
that pronouncement he declared his intention, before he went Women’s Social and Union, March 
out of office of moving. an. Electoral Reforin Bill (for men converted into ‘“* The ‘Womans Press. During’ the 
os only) to which it would be open to a private member to rhove months a turnover of some £2,000 has been effected,’ repre- ae 
a woman suffrage amendment, which, under certain condi- senting the of hundreds of thousands of pamphlets, &c., 
not be opposed .by the Government. This so. disposal of half-a-million Jeaflets.. 
ry was at once rejected by ‘the Women’s Social and: wis 
observe that this view is now largely shared by * 
eye _ Jane 30; it is to this that the following verses, written at the time, relate._-Ep. 
Outdoor Demonstrations. To Westminster, the order came they weren’t to walk .at-all. 
| -Bor deputations to apptoach—save’ with*submissive awe—. _ . 
ae ra June 21 took place the historic demonstration in Hyde The People’s Housé was then declared to be “against the law.” 4 
of London, the total fumber s being estimated by the And so they came and took us up before we'd gone a yard, 
times newspaper at Pr obably half-a-million, and possibly three-- And locked us. up in Holloway for foyy or‘six weeks’ hard; 
quarters, thus exceeding several times over any demonstration For Government, and magistrate, and newspapers as well, 
which had ever previously taken place in support: of any” Said that such conduct with the law was “incompatible.” 
others of a similar ‘charaofer iftedifferent parts of the country, last, when some of us attempted it once more, 
‘ and in many other places. At some of these demon. rough ‘the crow 
present. S-estimated that over” 100,000 persons were . We did not know the law had changed, for someone in ‘the Hall 
and in York-.. “Bit the: police eacurting we thought were fo know 
Subseduently other campaigns were started in the Mid-. if the gentlemen/who make the Jaws will kindly low explaia- 
lands; Newcastle, and Scotland, wherein the. work of the Shat we.'be lawbreakers suppose we do it oncesapain? 
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| a certain number of seats will be réserved 


modified. 


Arran 


1908 


“held on Thutsday.évening, Januaty 7, from 8 to 19 in the St. James’s 


Hall. Christabel Pankhurst’ will speak, and the chair will be taken 
by Mrs, Pethick Lawrence; Admission: is free, but there will bea’ 
certain number of reserved seats at 28, 6d. and. Similar meet- 
ings ‘will be held in the St, James’s Hall every Thursday e' 
except January 14. The other At Homes in various parts of 
compence about the same date. 
in pent issue,» 
At in the Queen’s. Hall. 

‘The first of, the Monday afternoon At Homes from 3 to 5 in the 

Queen’s Hall-will be held on Monday afternoon, January 11. Mrs. 


~ Pethick Lawrence will be in the chair, and Christabel Pankhirit 7 


and Mrs. Pankhurst will both speak. Admission will be free, but 


ana the whote of the. sabia circle seats will be charged for at 18. 


to Mrs. Pankhurst. 


at 2s. 6d. in the stalls, . 


Particulars will be given: 


Owing to the release of Mrs. Pankhurst before Christmas, the 


“tronkfast: planned for January 9, the date on which she was ex- 
pected to be released, has, of course, been abandoned,‘and also the 
meeting on the same evening in the Queen’ s Hall.. Instead it has . 
‘been decided to hold-a special meeting in the. Queen’s Hall ‘on 
‘Thursday, January14, at which the presentation to Mrs. Pankhurst 
be made: On: the.same occasion a présentation will ‘also be 
made to Mrs. Leigh. Mrs, Pankhurst’s, presentation is a chain and 
pendant of amethysts, pearls, and emeralds, wrought in gold by. 
‘@ special expert in artistic jewellery, and is very beautiful. ‘ The™ 


_ committee feel sure that it: will satisfy even the members and friends 
“who feel that nothing is beautiful enough to express the thoughts - 


and feelings that they have about the founder of the Union. 
“On: this occasion the whole of the hall will be charged 
for; prices -2s, 6d., 18.,) and. 6d. Tickets can be obtained 
of the Ticket: Secretary, N.W.S. P.U., 4, Clements’ Inn, W.C., or 
~ from the box<office, Queen’s Hall. This meeting will suptseede. the 


ordinary Thursday evening. At .Home in the. St.. 


Hall on that date. 


‘Lectures in the New 
The programme. of lectures for the New Year hds ‘been 


“House ot Lords, has kindly: consented to lecture on ‘Tuesday, 
February 16, and Elizabeth Robins, whom we.are always delighted 


40 listen to, will lecture on February 23. . Tickets will be issued 


shortly, price 2s. and The lectires will be in St. 
James's, Hall. 
Exhibition at the Prisicaw Skating Rink. 


gements. are, proceeding for the great exhibition which is ‘to 
"be held by the .N.W.S.P.U. from Monday, May 17, to Saturday, 


~ 


Instead of. the lectures “mentioned 4 few weeks 
. ago, it has been decided to retain two only. Miss Chrystal Mac- 
millan, who recently fought the case of the Scottish graduates in ‘the — 


22, in the Princes’ Skating Rink, Knightsbridge. All 


formation with regard to the same can be obtained from the 
Secretary, N.W.S.P.U:, 4, Clements ton, 


So great has been thé demand for the bound volumes .of Votes 
“FoR WomEN that the whole of the original number have ‘been sold, 
and also, all but five of the twenty-five further. volumés which 
‘were bound after. reprinting the issue of January, 1908. After , 
“these are sold the issne for December, 1967, 
De reprinted and the price raised to 15s. 
a further’ twenty-five volumes to be bound. 
are exhausted there is still a further demand, 


If after these 
other issues 


will have to ‘be reprinted, and the price still further increased in 
order to cover the necessary outlay. Orders, therefore, should: be | 


gent at once to the publisher, 4, Clements Inn, W.C. Readers who 
copies of the issues prior to August are asked’ to send 
thear at once to publisher; to make up sets for binding. Fall 
will be for in good 
“The Press are issuing a new The. 


fly-Election Policy of Women’s Social and Political Union,” by. 


Pethick Lawrence. “This contains not only a description of 


the policy adopted at the by-elections, but avery larze number of 
extracts: from the the nature the. 


women’ 


incident is the subscribing of £100 for a new organiser; £25 for this 
purpose, was sent up by the London W. at Queeén’s 
Hall Meeting. 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO’ THE £50,000 FUND. 
December 23 to December 29.. 
| £ s.d. £ s. d. 
Alread . 26,080 9 8 | Contributions to By-élection 
Miss Winifred Hobday (col- Fund— 
lecting card) ......... 010 0 Mes. Baiher. 220 
Miss E. A. McKenzie ...... °o 50 Miss C. F. Fagan ...:.... 3-10 O 
Miss. J. Methven. (for Miss F.Spong .......... 
band mber 22) ...... 010 o |~ Miss E.C. Pugh ........ Ir o QO, 
Miss C. E. Mordan ,....... 30 0 0 The Misses Townley . $ 09 0) 
‘Lendon ; City W.S.P.U. Miss Caroline Turle .... 110.00 
(towards expenses of Miss Smythe ............ Ir o 
~otganiser) 25 0 Miss Dora Spong ........ roo 
iss A. E. Willson (weekly) o|. Miss Russell ............ 
Mrs; Massy,:.i............ 4 001]. Mrs.C.H. Maitland ... I oo 
Lady Knyvett........... 4 0 0| -E.T. Maitland, Esq...... 090 
r, and Mrs. Lamartine Mrs. M.E. Webster. 
Horsforth Habitation ot the Miss Barbara Ayrton .... 5 0 
Primrose League dona- _ Mrs. & Miss A.C. Moser 0 4 0 
Miss Eleanor Wilson ives Ito Mrs. Hardy Behrens .... rIo 0 
“Miss M. L. Moore.......... . o 6°0.| . Bradford W.S.P.U....... o 7 6° 
_ Mrs. Ward Higes vee r 0 (collected for lantern 
bees 5 © | Pet Miss M. E. Gawthorpe— 
Miss McMurdo ..... Miss Taylor... 010 0 
Mr, and Mrs. Basil Belmont «010 6 Dukingfield ‘Mic Asso- 
‘Per Miss Campbell (for. ciation (lecture fee ).... Iro 
Bradford secretary) o Sales at stall . I-10 
Scottish 20 0} Membership entrance fees. . 119 0 
Miss D. Lawrence ........ 10 0 0 Collections, &c... 13510 
TAMWORTH BY-ELECTION. 
Unionist... .. Mr. F. Ae Newdegate. 


will. havé to 
This will enable 


Mr, 


Hall, Gt. Portland 


‘Pankhurst, and others 
Town Hall, Debate 


Miss Isabel Seymour 
Manchester, At Home, Onward|Miss Mary Gawthorpe 


Sun, 10|Brixten igh College Hall |Miss Macaulay 
London, At Home, Queen's Hall Pankburst, Mise Christabel 3—5 p.m, 
ankhorst | 
Bolton,. Wood S eet Social Club|Dr. Letitia Fairfield 8 p.m 
ur. 14 London, Public Meeting,Queen’s|Mrs, Pankhurst, Christabel 8 p.m. 
Hall , Pankhurst Mrs. Leigh 
|Mamchester, St. James’ ‘Insti- Miss Mary Gawthorpe 8 p.m. 
‘ ute, Coliyhurst 
Great Portland Street, W., Shop ée | 8 p.m. 
Assistants’ Amalgmcrd. Union 
15 Manchester, At some, Onward Miss Mary Gawthorpe 8—10 p.m 
Deansgat 
Mon. 18|London, At Home, Queen's Pankburst, Mrs. Pethick 3-5 p.m 
wrence 
[Peterborough Debating Society/Miss Isabel Seymour . 
Southwater, Sussex, Debate Miss New 
Tues, anchester, Free Trade Hall aM cacetebel Pankhurst, Miss 8 p.m 
a awtno 
“Thur. 2t}/London, At Home, St: James’/Miss $tabel Pankh 8 p.m, 
all, Gt. Portland Street 
Mon, 25|London, At Home, Queen's Hall |Mrs. Pethick. Lawresice, Miss} 3—5 p.m. 
Christabel Pankhurst 
., |Leicester, Corn Exchange Mrs. Pankhurst 3 p.m 
Thur. 28i\London, At Home, St. James’|Miss Christabel Pankhurst af 8 p.m 
‘|. Hall, Gt. Portland Street others 


Pri. London, Drawing-room Meet- Mrs. Pankhurst. 


ing, Mrs. Forbes-Robertson’s 
. -| 22, Bedford Square far 
Leytonstone Miss Isabel Seymour ; 


IMPORTANT ‘FOTURE EVENT. 


NOTE.. 


The respons to the cei for by-election funds, made at Queen’ s 
Hall on evening of December, 22, has béen most generous, £175 
having been subscribed or promised ; this leaves only £25 to clear 


The figures at-the last election were as follows Philip A. Munts (Con.), 71560 


Mp. J. Seymour Keay (Lib.), 4,842. 


NW. SPU. ANNOUNCEMENTS. OF EVENTS.” 
large numbers of people to listen to speeches from members. Wed Manchester, Members’ Meeting,| 8 p.m 
of the Women’s ‘Social and -Political* Union ‘will be recommenced’ wes Park W.S.P.U. ‘Mrs, Martel | 
‘The first of the At Home’ forthe New Year in London will be. Thur. | on, At Home, St. James'|Mrs. Pankhurst, Miss 4 Coistabel! 


the expenses should a contest. take place. Another most cheering — 


It is uncertain yet whether a Liberal candidate will present himself | 


for. the Tamworth vacancy created by the death of Sir Philip A 
Muntz. 
QUESTION’ FOR THE HOME SECRETARY, | 
(To be Asked on Every Possible Occasion.) 


Anis ‘attention has been. directéd' to the. sentence 
James Farrell, M.P., of six. months’ imprisonment ‘ih: the: 


division, for refusing to be bound over. on a charge of tntlaganent ae 
_and intimidation, and whether he will advise the Crown to exercise. 
“its prerogative of mercy, and transfer thé prisoner from ‘the first © 

to the second division,-in order that it may pot: be said.that in. 
this there. is one law fox political ofiendere and: 


Should he do so, a vigorous campaign will be conducted by 
| the Ww. 8. P. U. cee. the charge of Mrs. Drummond. 
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“VOTES WOMEN. 


3h 1908. 


saw ‘last week the by-election paticg ‘of *the 


‘HISTORY. “OF THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT. 


XXXVI: 


«Women’s Socialand Political Union first came into’real 


prorminence at Cockermouth, where Christabel ‘Pankhurst 
and her colleagues ‘did: much to secure the ‘defeat 
the Liberal, nominee. 
tion policy was an entirely new one for women to'take up; 


_in the whole history of their they: nae never 


‘before resorted to it. 


was greeted now with a of ridicule 


’ How foolish of women, it was said; to thus offend the 
.0,eGovernment that had the power, if it chose, to give them 
what they asked! How absurd ‘it was, too, for women to 


_. disregard their. parties and how angry those parties were! 


~ Some of the members of the W.5. P.U. had formerly 
‘been Liberals, and though ‘the Liberal Leaders 
"steadfastly declared that. the action of the women’ 
could make no possible difference to, the situation, they 
were. yet. deeply incensed by the thought that women 


im sa should dare to put the question. of their vote before every 


~~ Party consideration, and instead of seeking to win the 


: & Government’, s favour as they had done in the old days, 


felt convene 


should prefer to come out and work against them. To 


a man the Party Politicians were surprised. Who would. 


have dreamt, they said, that women could be so selfish ? 
Even the Labour men were discontented (though their 
candidate, Mr. Robert Smillie, had not been attacked) 


for there were Labour women in-the W.S.P.U. and they ‘ 


considered that thése’ women ought to have been working 


directly’ for’ their’ Patty, and’ not to have been sub-- 


ordinating” its intérésts to the getting of votes.. The 
Conservatives alone said very little about the matter, for 


their carididate had won, and, as they had, therefore, no. 
reason to be aggrieved, they conténted themselves: with 


merely declaring ‘that a glorious’ victory: had been won 
for ‘the cause of Tariff Reform. 


much for the Politicians. The Political. 


_scarcely an ‘exception-had from the very first been unani-. 


This» independent by-elec- ¢ 


explaining Mr, Asquith’s answer as. soon as it had been brought 


mous in- their hostility to the W.S,P.U. and its methods, 


just as they: now were.in their condemnation ,of. its latest. 


the warmest supporters,,of the Union, there. was now 
much; -heart-searchii 
independent: by-election policy. _Many of those who had 


agreed. with all that the Union had done. hitherto now 


- . felt that a mistake was being made in thus holding aloof 

from mens party. ‘organisations. 
ge dent policy was well enough, but they 
‘it was doomed tc fail. 
their clever speeches and the undeniable justice of ‘their 
cause “would be ‘almost certain to convince the electors; 
this was admitted freely; but the British vélector. was a 


They admitted. that 


- the opinion that, on the whdle, the balance 6f argument is against ne 
action, All:this of course was to be expected, ‘and so y 


was comparatively. easy to meet, but even among'some 


and heart-burning because. of this | 


The women by 
‘permanent injury to the best interests of the wometi themselves." 


hard-headed individual, ‘urged thé crities!!'and he could 


- never be induced to throw aside his party politics and 


to cast his vote on this one issue alone, especially as this 
“issue did ‘not directly affect him. ‘No, it .was 


junction with the local: Suffragists they asked him to receive a 


case; but though they were not allowed to. be present with the... 


Mr: Asquith stated that the question of “Women’s Siffrage. 
Was one in which for a time had taken: 


% 


The: By-Election Policy of the W.S.P.U.. Ree 
by-election policy, and.who now, perhaps even more. than: 
at that, first Free Trade Halt protest, gave evidence 
that keen political insight and of that indomitable. courage ° Me 
and determination which are so éssefitial ‘to real Teader- | 
ship, atid by means ‘of which she has been able to” do. so™ 
much ‘to. bring the ‘militant suffrage: movement ‘safely.and 
even triumphantly through the and quicksands 
that.have beset its path. 
On the following August Kenr Mrs: Sparboro, 
and Mrs, Knight were released’ from loway. 
cordial welcome by ‘targe audiences in Hyde Park” and: 
other parts of London, Annie Kenney set off ona provincial — 
tour. She was received everywhere with tremendous en- (~~ 
thusiasm, but especially was this the case in Lancashire and’ va. 
Yorkshire, where the people. assembled in. tens of thousands to 
hear her speak: 

In October and Billington went on to Scotlands. 
and visited -Mr. Asquith’s constituency of East Fife. While’ 
‘they were in the neighbourhood it was antounced. that “Mr. 
Asquith was to speak at Ladybank on O¢tober 18, and in con- 


4 


Votes for. Women deputation, Hitherto Asquith had 
always, as we know, refused to grant any such request, but i in 
his own constituency he judged it wisest to consent: He ‘ac— - 
cordingly did so, oft condition that: the deputation should be 
composed only of women who actually. resided in the division. 
This ‘naturally proved a ‘great disappointment to the  lotal 
women, who would have preferred that Miss Kenney ‘and ‘Miss 
Billington ‘should have been there to help them in stating their. 


deputation and to hear Mr. Asquith’ s answer for themselves, ~~ 
the two Suffragettes succeeded in holding an exellent meeting 
whilst the deliberations «were in. progress, » 


ae 
wit, 


to them outside. In reply to.the deputation of local women,” 


interest. 

se} have long been of opinion," he. ‘said, the able 
whether for good or for evil, of the political erfranc isement of: 
women, are much exaggerated by almost all the supporters. and by 
very many opponents of he proposal, at the same time I still retain. 


He then went on to that he had yet seen. ‘no satistactory 
evidence that the majority of women. desired the franchise, and Pe | 


“Better that no addition “should’ the for’. 
ventilating and, perhaps, remedying spécial ‘grievances ‘or speciah’ 
interests of patticular classesof women. than that ‘they should:be dearly 
purchased by the putting in jeopardy of the status; the: position, Re wy 
real authority, and the unique influence of women, asa whole, inthe 
community. Any change of this kind will not conimiend itself to the ie 
intelligence Of the fation, unless’ you can carry through ‘Without 


It-was with such that Mr, Asquith: 
sought, to excuse his obstinate apposition to the women's just. 
demand, .and by speaking thus lightly of the special grievances: 


of their sex that he tried to weaken their determination to se- . ae 


- cure the power to remove them, but his hearers were not misled aro 


the policy was ‘‘ not sufficiently constructive.’’ . If the 


women would tse their influence with the. electors..to en- 
hance’*the popularity some. particular - Candidate. / or. 


Party witha -general and .comprehensive. reform. pro- 
gramme to recommend him, ‘then: they might. have a. 
7. chance. of. success, but this. policy. Of theirs would. ‘only be 

possible with an electorate of heroes, NOt.” with average. 
men. For this reason it must fail.” 
in spite of these gloomy predictions, ‘the W. 
held to its course’ ‘and did ‘not swerve ‘one hair’s Breadth » 
from/the plan of campaign that-it-had laid down. The: 
+. . firmness. of. its: attitude was largely due to Christabel 


- exhibitions in. London and other: im 


by his words. For, indeed, it was hardly likely that in Scotland,’ > 
where women do so much of the hard and laborious‘ work of the 
fields, and where’ in: some counties the-majority of the farm” 

labourers.» are women,-/these unreal). platitudes: could... be’: 


_ treated seriously. was. it: possible that the women could / 
forget the ‘burdens and | hardships of their sisters at 
time when the scandalous underpayment of thousands of women”. 4 


workers was being rendered notorious: by sweated industries 


mportant centres.“ As might; 
well have been ‘ex ed, therefore, e deputation were angered.» & 
this reply. Then’ is fio ‘hope for women?” asked oie” 
‘them, But Mr, Asquith ortly “The women: must: 
work: out their own salvation was, “however, just ‘exactly 
what the Suffragettes had made /up theif ‘iminds’to do, and 
Mr: Asquith left the: hall he was greeted with and cries’ 
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miles the ‘lines had ‘to “guarded ‘by troops and 
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provindal towns, one finds no argument Weighing: so ‘heavily 
against: the movement for wolnan’s enfranchisemént, ‘and: more. 
particularly against the: mhilitant ” methods, as the assertion 
that they, are unwomanly and by: unwornanly one’ 
$00n finds that the: objectors mean ‘Suniladylike,” for they 


| immediately goon to “apply such adjectives. as screaming, 


hysterical,” ‘ unreasonable "attributes which we know very. 
well in this particular school. of thought, régardet as 
and almost exclusively feminine. The ‘Suffragists 
therefore, accused almost in the. same breath, both 
deserting and of accentuating the characteristics of their SEX. 
Both charges cannot be ‘true. But one does fot look for logic | 
“where. prejudice: the ‘main, factor; and it is. noticeable that 
, the cleverest exponents of the anti-suffrage position have long 
sifice been forced to vacate’ the standpoint of mere logic, and 
. , take up—it may. be. higher ground, but certainly. ground 
oni which assertiom plays a far more prominent part than: 
proof And so we get this ‘assertion. that the” “woman’s 
movernent is unwomanly, and, that its: character. is. shown, 
the. methods it employs. _ 

Tis with that point that I here witih to deal. And I shall best 
r eet. the ‘objection if I give a few examples—right away from 
the question. of. political: enfranchisement—of. how women, 
_ when: greatly stirred, do and always have behaved ‘oppos- 
“ing, for’ a cause’ dearer than. itself, a physical power 
. greater than. their own, Let me. take the. case in, Italy, some 
’ thirteen years ago, of the women’s opposition to the unnecessary, 
--‘Gnipopular, and wholly unprofitable war then being waged with 
Abyssinia. There the pedsant women, when all other means 
agitation had failed, and when their ‘husbands and sons 
"were being drafted in their. conscripted, thousands for 
threw: themselves bodily in- front. of _the 
‘trains, not merely” scores, in hundreds, so that « 


barricades, more. numerous even than are needed for the. 


: protection. ‘of a ‘Tsar in. Momentary fear of assassination. 

embarrassing fo the Government. wa’ that action of 

_ the women that it formed a important. factor among the | 

© influences which brought the war to a close. Was. that action, 
I ask, It. was. certainly “‘ unladylike,’? 


But» ‘very Tikely some “of my readers: will endeavour to ride. 


on the atgument that .the temperament, of ‘Italian women’ 
social and moral problems which are now ‘bringing: civilisation 


is very different from the temperament of English women. It 


different indeed, English women as a race are ‘far 
more. and | selfscontained. When, therefore, we. see 
thousands” of normally quiet English women stitred: much’ 
these Italian women were-stirred, Over matters political, should’ 
we not be: led to suspect that there is something very mich * 
ae ‘amiss to carry them’ so. far from ‘their ordinary line of con 
LetJus. still, however, keep to example. for argument. 
Take: a smother, no. matter what nationality, whose child: 


is'snatched from her arms either by kidnappers or by would-be 


“Ts it not womanly: instinct which’ makes hef;’ 


spite of her physical weakness, hurl herself agaifist’ the robbers, 


-ané fight to her-last breath for the. recovery of. her child?... And. 
has not that instinct a. basis, albeit an one, closely’ 
akin to wisdom ? For the sight ofa woman, despérate, facing 
-and.. 
_ wherever two or three. are gathered together, ' even for base and: 


impossible odds,’ ‘is’ harrowing» the. human heart’; 


_eriminal purposes, some: ‘common ‘spark ‘of Aumanity. yet 


. ‘ a 


argument: has, at all events, been used to, good effet: 
dramatists, ‘who are. supposed . to, study and represent. life; i in’ 


»its' more crucial aspects, and: again and again that same story . 


has been repeated in’ history. ‘Humannature .in. its. extremity, 
is.very eloquent, and human nature does tend to draw towards. 


‘stood, has nothing whatever to do with extremes. The women. 


its extremes: when faced by long-continued, cruelty or oppres-, 
sion, Womanliness,’’. ‘on the other hand, as generally under- 


who appear in this conventional ‘sense most’ womanly today 
are those who find’themselves well provided for, and believe. 


themselves to be well protected, and into ‘whose lives no ’ 


flagrant contradiction to that belief-has: yet entered. In their. 
own quiet and narrow circle, ‘they do appear gracious, gentle, 
and lovable, and very. oftén they are as they appear. But side 


by side with all that gentleness and grace there moves a’ great, 


crowded: ‘world. of ‘oppressed and over-driven womanhood; in 


relation to which remedial measures and just-dealing are fall- 


ing more and more into.arrears. Are these more fortunate 


women in their self-contained lives quite so ‘* womanly ”* when 
viewed in relation to those pressing problems of 


modetn life? Have they been ‘ anly ” during the last 
forty years in. contentedly letting go, as no ¢oncern of’ theirs, 


that terrible grinding spirit of commercialism and greed which 


has during that time forced its way or kept its previously 


hold. in our great centres of population and. industry? - Is it 


ee womanly *”? for them to stuff their ears, as it were, with 
_cotton-wool and. speak only in low tones of their own. quiet 
domestic concerns, deaf fo the cries around them of a civilisa- Pit 
tion ‘in. pain? Those who take so narrow a view of theic_ 
_ womanly-duties: are not, as a rule, the women who are alto-. 
_ gether contented with all that legislation has done during the. _ 
last fifty.years, They talk of Radicalism as a thing of dread, © 


of Socialism as born of infidelity and greed; yet they have done 
nothing to carry the true spirit of Christianity from the home 


into the making of our laws. ’ That lies; they say, outside their : 
In their kind parish-rounds ‘under clerical direction. 


sphere! 


? secured place in so many’ of our laws, and which has its strong- °. 


they come upon many things which shock and disturb their 


hearts, but they do not: give their minds to the finding: of a. 


‘true remedy, for these things come, they say, by laws legisla” 


tive and economic over which they have no control. And so, 


- shut up if their narrow view of “‘ womanliness,”’ they pass the 
opportunity ‘by, too much accustomed ‘to regard man’s brain in 
civic matters as the complete and practical instrument, and 


their own as ‘the unréliable and subsidiary, te realise that what 


the world suffers from to-day is the loss of one-half of its equip-: 


ment of human heart and brain “for the remedying » ‘of those - 


to gtief. 


Womanliness ’ tient ‘believe .the common- 


wealth has need .of: their aid to correct the mistakes and the _ 
-over-hardening influence brought” about . by the. unbalanced 
- jurisdiction of men, and that the best help they can give is of 
a kind which many. of our law-makers are too blindly preju- ; 
Man’ need of help-in things legislative is... 

the’ discovery of those. true women who today are fighting. to 

“win citizenship, and°it is the pressure of that which 
makes them fight as: they do. Many women: are. hugging to 
‘their hearts a domestic’ peace which: they have not earned, and 


diced to desire. 


it is somietimies, I think, as’a salve to their uneasy consciences 


they blame as ‘ unwomanly dy those who have renounced 


their peace and the. comfortable conventions which are so plea- 


sant and easy to observe, . because. in’ ‘ng wey: cary this 
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FOR “WOMEN. 


1908 


“Jease of Mrs, Pankhurst, Christabel Pankhurst, and Mrs. Leigh, 


describech' in dast week’s Votes FOR WOMEN, was, reached. on Tues: 


evening (December 22), when, following. on their. 
reception by the Londoh crowds, they were. ‘the speakers at 


special meeting at the Queen’ s Hall. They were received aiid | 


outbursts of enthusidsm, the cheering and clapping ConsiRs from 
men as well as women all over the great hall, which was ‘packed 
from floor to ceiling. “The expressions of loyalty: to their leaders 
and enthusiasm for the cause were profoundly’ impressive, and it 
was evident that the thousands. who had gathered to. do’ then 
honour had been. stirred as never before in’ the history of ‘the 
movement. to appreciation of the sacrifices. made by women who 
have spent inany weeks in prison in the cause of: political: liberty, 


If “encores” were the order of the day on such. an occasion, ree 


speaker would haye been récalled again and again. 

sIn.all parts of, the. hall the colours. of the N.W.S.P. U, were ia 
The chairman's table was festooned. with, purple ‘and 
white ‘flowers, which wreathed a banner bearing the text of the 7 


measure “To Remove the Electoral Disabilities of ‘Women, 


purple letters on a white ground: Chairman and officials were 
white dresses, relieve BY the: purple and white: regalia or’ 
decorations, and’ the scheme of colour was’ ‘completed by ‘Mrs. 
-Patithurst, | on ‘the left of the platiorm, wearing: purity while 
‘Christabel Pankhurst, on. the right, wote pale. green 
stroke of ‘eight the orgah broke ont “into 4 jubilant 
march, and ‘the commanders, captains, and other officers’ of the 
W.S.P.U., wearing white dresses and carrying. the colours, 


matched to their. places oneither side of the chair. - With three 


“organisers. were present. 


“exceptions (Mrs. Baines,.Mrs. Martell, and. Miss. Ogston),- all: the 
“General”? .. Drummond, with Mrs. 
Baldock, Miss Jessie Kenney Miss Marsh, Miss Vera Wentwortt 

Miss Mary’ Phillkips, and Miss Gye represented London; “Miss 


Afinie Kenney, the West df England; Miss Mary Gaw-. 
thorpe, Lancashires Miss: Conolan, “Scotland; Miss Edith 
‘New, Northumberland;. Miss _ Adela Pankhurst, "York- 
‘shire; Miss Gladice Keevil, the “Midlands; © Miss’ Sylvia 


Pankhurst (organisitg Secretary p70 tem.) was also present, and 
“there were two new probationers, Miss Ball and: Miss Flatman. 


After this guard of: honour -came Mrs. Pethick Lawrence; Mrs. 
Pankhurst, and. -Christabel Pankhurst, and the. cheering. which 


greeted their appearance was tremendous, cheering, clapping, . 


shouting, and waving of handkerchiefs by the women. ‘and hats hy: 
men lasting nearly ‘ten minutes: | 


‘When the tumult had subsided Annie Kenney’ s stepped. forward 


ahd presented Christabel Pankhurst with a flag of fine banner silk 


"member to go to prison with Christabel Pankhurst in 190s. 


in the colours, mounted on, n an Wuminium staff, with a ‘gilt shield, | 
coincide 


1€ prominent dates in the history. of: the- 
W.S:P.U. 


‘In. waking’ the. presentation Miss Keriney said the 


honour ‘of’ presenting the colours, of the Union the members 


of the “‘W,S-P.U,. had been given ‘to her because she was the first 
She 


' explained to strangers to the movement what the colours meant to’ 


women fighting for their political liberty, how the White meant 
pufity "in-private and im public life, the Green hope for the cause 
and for the human races. the Purple, the royal. blood flowing . 
within the Veils, of every man and woman ‘loving freedom, and 


to fight against oppression. and tyranny. It was because 


the members of ‘the W.S-P.U. realised the splendid. and noble 


things that ‘Christabel- Pankhurst had. done that they made this 
-presentation. When they gave her their colours, they gave with 


"them, their love, devotion; and admiration, and, she continuéd, . 
-. ¥ say to Christabel Pankhurst, all we have done in the past 
Bo £6 help “fier in the great cause of liberty we are prepared to do in- 
the! fiiture with greater vigour and more zeal than ever before. 


Members .of the Women’s Social and Political Union, organisers 
four. Union, may we ever be as true to our. colours as Christabel 


dates: on .the .staff, which is engraved, Presented, to 


13.1905, “ The first arrest: 


agtest’’; June 21, 1908, “Hyde Park . 
Octé 1 }—the lucky day of W. S. P pen 


arrest ‘of Christabel Pankhurst,” 


Christabel,; she with our ‘Tove end with our 


“ CHRISTABEL | PANKHURST'S 


The point. in the festivities, that célebrhted the re- 


followed Miss Pankhurst rose. to reply.’ 
she said, “that you chose as the hand which should present to me . 
this gift that 6f Annie Kenney. She and I had the honour, of which’ 
“we will he proud to the very last day of’ our lives, of being the. 
- first two. militant Suffragists, There ate a great many of you now, - 


alway 


Miss Kenney ‘then tead out -some of the. 


“Then came July 3s. 1905; 
‘EL, July..45. 1908,’ Became. chief organiser ” ; 


& 


“DAY.” 


three, Christabel ! 
- The great gathering took up ‘the stouty and. in the siterice which 
am glad, friends,” 


ff Annie Kenney and” I could have seen this day when we took’ 


,our first militant’ action, how, happy. we should have been!’ 
There.'was again enthusiastic cheering, and flags qwere waved 
as Christabel Pankhurst resumed her séat, the organ ‘playing thé’. 
““Womien’s ‘Marseillaise,” the-singing of which the ‘entire 


ence joined, . 


Mrs. Pethick Lawretice a. hearty to the 


three released prisoners, ‘Theyshad, she said; lifted ‘and: purified 


admiration we présent, to you the’ colours our Union; we 
“present them with great admiration for your-noble, sacrificing, un- 
 gelfish nature, which aroused in every woman the love of fighting 
for’ political liberty. Long’ live Pankhurst! 


whole of publio‘life. by: what they had done, and they had Jeft 


a heritage. to those who came .after. 


been, subjected. 
recognised this | 
at:the ‘back: it. °(Cheers.) 


It- was time that. the. people of this count 


could fight. (Cheets.) Mrs. Lawkence added that’ the zeception 


ovement for what it was, ‘and the splendid women 
‘Unlike the present politicat party 
had leaders who could lead—{ldughter)—generals. who 

could plan out’ a campaign, and, what was more,. generals who 


The service which 
they had rendered to the cange of Freedém would néver be for-, 
gotten—(cheers)—hor could the’ persecution to “which they had 


Was specially in honour ‘of Christabel Pankhurstii., were 
serving the celebration of the release of Mrs. Pankhurst and Mrs, ° 


Leigh. until January 14; and were going to be out of 


_Mrs. Lawrence then called upon, Christabel Pankhurst to: x speak 


“and this was the signal for another great demonstration of en-  - 
_thusiasm, which lasted for about five minutes, the entire audiencé 


singing ,“‘ For.she’s jolly good ‘and many 
‘ bless you,” from the gallery, — 


The speech: which followed is reported, verbatim on pp. 


At its close’ Mrs. Pethick® Lawrence made an appeal for the war-_ 
chest, and especially for funds to carry out the by-election policy 
of the W.S.R:U. at Tamworth. Among: the cheques and 
- promises sent~in. were £30°from Miss Mordan: “ £10 each month » 
for Mrs. Pankhurst’s sentence,’ and £11 ftom Miss Pugh, being “ all — 
I have®arned since our leaders have been in prison.” Miss, Mand’ 


Joachim gave a further £15, and Miss’ Caroline Turle £ro; and 


the London, City W:S.P:U. sent up 425 for a new organiser, thie | 


total: sum amounting. to nearly £300. 


A graceful incident was the Presentation by Miss Balfour: to Mrs. 


Pankhurst ~of ‘a replica of a medal struck to commemorate the 
winning ‘of the Bastille-in- the French Revolution. In thanking 


the donor, Mrg Pankhurst said:—‘ Mrs. Balfour knows that I~ 


was 


daly. 14, the anniversary of the destruction. of, the 
asti 


some kind gt. influence over my, life. 
proud that I was born on ‘that day. I shall wear it as a constant 
reminder that it was women who gave the signal” tO spur on the 


crowd, and ‘to’ the’ firal. of that monument of tyranny, 


‘the Bastille, in: Pafis.”>. 


Mrs. Pethick Lawrence called upon 
address’ the meeting. On. rising Mrs, Pankhurst was greeted with es 
the waving of the colours by all the organisers’ and’ othér offi¢ials : 
on the platform, and by a great outburst of cheering. A verbatim’. 
‘report of her speech appears on page 232. Next came Mrs. Leigh, eae 


who said the Government could not have. given her a better 


Christmas present than to. allow her to be’ with her leaders on ‘ 
their release. For that-alone she wishéd them the compliments ‘of. 


the season. , She had left a little messagé on her slate, which she 


had intended to-send in a letter to the Hame Secretary : ‘Peace on ~ 


earth, and: ‘goodwill to women as well as to men.” Miss Pankhurst 
had compared ‘the Government. to a piraté-boarded ship. She 


had a vision of the lifeboat being launched: by. the Suffragettes, én 
‘who had‘nailed their colotits to the ‘mast; ‘and they neverintended 
(Cheers.) 


with legalised”. 
robbers, who took the money that women sometimes had toearn 


to take themi down, even when they had got the vote. , 
‘Her contention was with the Government, 


Mts, Pethick Lawrence wished ‘the audience a ‘happy 
_ the | 


their double welcome, (Cheers.) 


I shall treasure: and wear this medal because, Have. 
bang that the fact that I was born on that day has had: 


I have always been zvery 


aught) Bittle schoolboy ‘wha’ had. for- 
pare: his. their masters, of the: country. 
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The, Progress, of Women during 1908 ‘has besa by the 
ce on at least four occasions af a woman pleading in the. 
. Courts, Ip thtee instances the subject of the pleading was. connected 
| with He’ Woman: Suffrage movement; on the other, Miss Neale, a 


‘pative of Carmarthenshire; acted at. Cardiff Assizes as counsel for her rang up the Council offices om the telephone; the police were 
 @ucted the Scottish Graduates’. 
gppeal being ‘that by which 
-of Parliament. for the Edin- 2 
Universities. In December 
“Miss Mary Coleman appeared 
the.New York Appel- 
late “Division as counsel on 
behalf: of Julia Seton 
- Sears, for a writ of mandamus ~ 
‘toeompel’an election ‘board to 
register her as ‘a voter. Still 
-W.S.P.U. point of view was 
the Bow Street trial in Octo- 
the: time Incidentally, as 
the process of obtaining votes , 4 
in securing theit admis- 
| to'the bar: Hitherto.the + 
alone “in ‘demranding. the ‘re- 
tions. But after the ‘subtlety 
the’ audacity of Miss > 
Pankhorst’s achievement as a- 
counsel from. the dock; the 
glients will reinforce the de-. 
* mand from the women them- 
gndee@, won ‘the degree’ of 
“LLB. ‘But . the Vlegal pro- 
fession, which is of all trade 
(andthe most frankly self-. : 
in legal ‘studies as a qualifica- 
“detail “of enlightenment.’ + 
of Cases. is ‘to be given, even. from. ‘official side, women “At who, it was alleged, had. Grst, 
A Gallant ‘Wonan, SE “machine Ontside went in and asked to see sdme rings. Miss Lilian 
For. the first record, ‘Lioyd’s silver medal for saving dife’ at’ Allen produced. a tray of ‘tings for’ Bis’ ‘inspection; wheredpon 
to be presented 'to.a upon-whom ~ he snatched ‘it from’:her hand, and, wishing’ ‘her good-bye, rushed 


the committee have decided: to tonfer ‘the. honour, was stewardess 
thé s.s. Sardinia, which ‘was. destroyed by. fire off Malta on 
_ November 25, Undeterred by. the terrible danger.’ Miss Gilmour 
refused to leave the’ship until all the women add children’ had been’. 
ued, and she remained on board urging and encouraging panic~ 


- 
- 
4 » 


Commendable presence of mind was shown by two women during ee 
Christmas week in capturing thieves. In one case a Mrs, Sayers,. of. ae 

. petition which he said” was autho y the Beckenham Countil, ae 


of the shop. Mounting ‘the machine, ‘he proceeded to ride away 
“with his booty, but Miss Allen. seized him’ by the collar of his 
‘Coat and detained him until: assistance arrived. The ce stated . 
“that, on the way to the station the ‘Prisoner said, say 
isa plucky girl. came ‘out inf the: morning ‘with the intention. 


stricken Arabs to. avail themselves of the. lives of sinking or swimming, as ‘T wanted over 
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coil and Poti! Union are aking women 
on the sare terms:as they are possessed. by men. 
‘They are sot asking for the vote for every woman, 
shall not be a vote simply because she Is a woman. 
The Women’s Social and Polltical U 9 


4 
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MARCH 


speech. delivered by Mrs. at the Hal, 
December 22, 1908, following Christabel: Pankhurs's speech. 


jends who have: kindly welcomed” us: tonight, i 


am ‘glad this is not my night, because I have not any 


7 


— 


» 


lotiger that physical. vigour of youth, A~which hds just filled: 
mé with so much. maternal pride. But I am thankful to 

that though I have not the; / physical vigour of youth» 
T have come out of prison with ‘ spirit a as” 


the youngest girl in this‘hall. 


‘year? They did more than. we have done, because they. 
served three months’ in‘ prison—some “them had 


in Holloway Gaol in the hot summer, in that*horrible at- 


of haying cooler weather, Yet, you did not make as much. 
fuss of them as. youare making of us; and the Press did 
not give as. much prominence to their imprisonment asl 
‘glad to’ ‘for the eke: of the cause, have 
.givén to-ours. | 
‘Now, T do’ mean to deal it but am 
going: later on to say a good deal about prison....We, who 
“are called Jeaders of this movement, at first set ours. 
it, te avoid. it,.-to keepvaway from side issues, to 
keep. along: ' the ‘straight path of political reform, to 


could: ‘reform’ prison’ ahd a great many. 
‘have’ had if the Wwitnéss-box the admission of two Cabinet 
‘Ministers that we are. political offenders, ‘the women who 


and other <ivilised countries. If nations are ‘still 
Britain—my daughter ‘was. right. in saying we want to 
“stand ‘at least equal with other. nations—Great Britain is 


offenders are treated by other. nations. 


it is ‘not the interiational custom to do‘it;’and 40; for ‘the 
_ dignity of the women’ ‘of the: éduntry, and for the: ‘ake’ of © 

‘consciences of” ‘the: men ‘Of the country,” and for the 
~~ sake of ‘our nation amongst the nations of the earth, we 
»ordinary. law-breakers i in futurex, .We, women. of-.. 


we never yet ‘mid we woul do thing. 


WOOLY, Telephone Bolborn 2124 two tines. 


that a simple 
} be passed next Session. ~ 


Well, after all, what have we, my daughter and |, déns : 
more than the other women who have been to prison this’ 


beén in six weeks before that—they were three months . 


mosphere | rom which. we have suffeted, That horrible 


airless . place—and “they had to go 
re in the summer, whereas we.have had the adyantage . 


selves. not. ,to complain of:-prison, not to say anything 


get the vote, becatise we knew that. when we ad won it. 
abuses: 
But I am going to say to you, that now that we. 


are fighting i in this. agitation are in future going to demand - 
the treatment that. is given..to nien political offenders in. 


govetned so that they make political offenders, then Great 


| going to” treat her political: ofenders as well as political 
.. If. it were the . 
custom. to. treat political: offenders. as ‘ordinary. offenders 
against,. the well-being of _ society. are~ treated, 


would: not. complain -if-we were treated: like that; ‘but | 


our civilisation: © 
not going to allow..the Liberal Government to: treat 


we have: failed:to dot. 

“Now, to-night,: abit: to tell: ‘how 
gding td make’ the Liberal Government ‘treat ‘women 
political offender's ina’ bétter way in fature, ‘but we are 
going : to dox “If, the course ‘of this agitation, it 
again ‘becomes necessary. for’ jyomen.t ‘to. icome into conflict 

 withethe Gavérnment of the country in the way.wé ‘have 
done, in: the past—we hope it’ will not be. necessary, we, 
hope" that Woman Suffrage will find.a place i in the King” 
shall not bear any, malice, We shall be very 
glad. if the Gx ént have iat last geen what they 

to have seen“ at: the: Heginning=#it would have saved. 
--this they would have seen if, they’ had hex 
im. thei Wn principtes,;what they. would have.doné 58 
‘if they had ‘not 59 misguided ‘as to think they’ could: 


“crush this agitation starve it out, it. Well 
they’ know they cannot ‘dovit, and you know they- 
‘and we who have, beet) in prison, and. who, have come out, 

‘well, if we had ariy’ doubts ‘before—-though: we: 

‘but you have dome: wonderfully while: weibave 

~ been away, that we really wonder whether it would not be ey Pe : 
best for the cause that we should stay in prison! You 

would have' that effect before we went. I. 
knew you would.be put your mettle to show what you 

“cofild’ do while we were a y; what you have done whilst ‘ ee 


_we have been in prison: might) well prevent. us from being 
conceited, and teach us that we are not. indispensable. © 
have shown that you'can do mich without uss, Of, 
course, that is ‘the secret of this..movement. Every 
“woman amongst us. knows perfectly .well,. that however . 
ye she is, and however-earnest and devoted she may: 
be, she can never get this thing by herself.» We have: got. 
to: get it together. It nevér has been a one-woman move- . 
ment; and it never will be a one-woman moyement, ‘Some 
women saw it a little sooner than the others, but as soon. 
as they learnt hew to tell other women how it ought to be 
dofie, as soon as they made other women see that, 
- believed in. women, and, believed women. could do, 
this, then. victory. was assured. 
_Wellstheny we are. going away. this which 
been told we must take,:and which we feel our-*. 
selves, if we are to do the effective work that, of: course, 
we are going’ to do, -we ought fo’ ‘take. We are going away 
—it is really a Sort’ of sacrifice to go away with that 
Tamworth By-election, but still we are going, and we are. 
coming. back...” It. doesn't seem very long, you: know, 
between. now the Assembling of Parliament for: the 
new Session, but, you can great a 
time if.you make-up. your: mind 
Now we'hops: at the Government willbe in 
and that Suffrage wilt be in: the King” Speech, 
then all will be well. If it is not there, we know what we” 
shall do.’ “We are prepared for any fortune, because we. 
know that even if itis not in the King’s y mo= 
ment of delay. is really. excellent for the oman’s: Move- 
ment. If we had got the vete at the beginning, if the 
Liberal Government had earned for itself the gratitude of” | 
. all the wemen who are to-day, and ail the women who. are» h- 
to come after, it would have been“a slower thing: for 
if we had got our. freedom” too” 
easily, we should not “perhaps: have valued it ahy more, 
than ‘some of the men have valued theirs. But h aving 
‘won hardly, the éffect. will-be, that. women will realise, 
the value. of that, freedom; will realise: that the vote is\not.: 
ehd in itself, but the instrument which, if tightly used)». | 
may, do much» té-wipevout many’ of the’ blots ‘that stain 
“We 'shall meét \you'-all ‘again; we: ‘shall 
On, women, helped: by ‘the best wip that 


freedom, the, love of which-has. beer in: 
women as, as in: the beceste- men: 
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fenve of the principle’ of women’s enfranchisement. 

times have noble women poured forth ‘their very soul in an. 
appeal for political ‘justice? 
appeal. been ‘made, and made to ears that were deaf and un-° »doing all this if cold blood, and not being spontaneotts eneyelt. 
ms heeding ?. a Ati is ‘well for us all to remember that we are ‘engaged. 
‘before us, 
pioneers of 40 atid years ago, who. began the agitation for 
“woman: suffrage. They worked well, they worked devotedly, 
arid yet, aftér all those years of work, women have not yet got 
the Parliamentary vote: 


Verbatin. Report of the Speech by Chtistabel Pankhurst atthe Queen's Hall, December 22, 1908.) - 


cannot thinking to-night of the. many hun- 


“dreds of meetings that have been Held in this country: in de-- 


How many’ times has*such an 


in no new movement. ‘There were. those who came: 


Well; I am afraid the reason of this fs that the rnb our’ 


country are not to be moved by’ ‘appeal or by pérsuasion.' ‘Tlie 


ordinary person, ‘I ‘believe, is, but: among thosé. who! peét<into 


high places, those who have rover others; something seems:* 
often to go wrong with their natures and, frankly, they. don’t. 
‘understand thé kind of enlightened. appeal ‘upon : hich Suffra-. 
gists used to place their sole reliance. You know, friends, there 
is an old saying, and 4 very. true one, and that’j 1s, {God helps 
those Who help themselves.’” Now, the Suffr agists of old times 


made ‘a mistake, which “experience—theirs dad our 


taught ts to avoid. They relied too much. ‘upon the justice of 
enough upon ‘their own strong right arm, 
Phey- thought justice could: go forward without help from those. 
who, wanted. it, My friends, that.can never be, and never has 
An idea only. has life power in so far as it js backed. 
up. by: deeds. Now, ‘that is the; whole secret of :success,:. 
the whole secret ‘of getting reform: It is because we 
have. realised that -tthe policy of: persuasion, and of 
ment; and’ of falk has ‘failed that. we have ‘undertaken 
militant campaign, believe, and think ‘you be-_ 
lieve; is so very nearly at a successful end; When men begin 
van agitation’ Tike ours, they are, of course,’ open’ toall ‘kinds. 
of ériticism ‘and attack; but’ I do not think ‘that the very 
datigerous and difficult. form of attack> is. -brought- to. bear 
against» them that ‘is brought to bear .against:.us.. Men 
never, told \that they .are hysterical, and» that they. 
do not know: what they gre doing. ‘They thay be told they 
are violent, they may be fold their action’ is reprehensible, but 
‘pedple are usually. willing to admit that at léast theré’is method 
in theit” amadhess, and that, as there is’a’ ‘Sint to human endure" 
if very much oppressed, ‘they* havea right” to” 
_ revolt. againet oppression..: We -in.this: woman’s movement, on. 
the-other: hand; have ‘been ‘accused.of' not having thought thing's 


“out; and; of .¢im running ‘al in’ @ headstrong 
stake, should ‘all of usprefék to'follow’ a course of life which” 


without ate going: or why we dorgo. 


2 

. a 


paign has been thought® out with the Whatever 
_ else weimay-be; we are neither heedless, rash, nor unthinking; 
_and.we- realise that. the recognition of this fact is beginning” 
to become more general, ‘because when they stop. abusing us... 
for, being foolish and unwise, they. begin to. chatge us with | 


No, my friends, we did not undertake this campaign in 


light or Heedless spirit. We knéw what we had got to face ; 


we knew wehad ‘to face danger, sheer physical” danger.” ‘We 


knew well that in what we did-we ran the risk'of imprisonment. 
Now; that-issa very ‘serious thing. 
Téserve- for: ‘those who are preying upon society, those: who are)“ 


Imprisonment is’ what you * 


enemies of the body politic; imprisonment is the worst thing . 
you have to offer them, and yet we knew full well that we, wha: 
were trying, at any rate, to do our duty to other people, must 


realise that for us this fate was instore. We knew that we should : 


have to miéét the bitter attack of the ‘party politician—and [think . 


thete is no’ forn? Of ‘attack which is more venomous, which is” 


more unscrupulous—and as we were’ women, we ‘had ‘to face 
another thing; we had to face’cetigure as being unwotanly, as 
being . unladylike (you. know, thatvis. worse than beirig un- 


womanly), as being, well, unconventional, and ridiculous, and — 
all the rest of it, Now, you know, to’: some women that is the 
worst fring. of all, ned to a men that i is Wwe worst one of all 
too, 
Well, have up ‘the price that had to be lic by 
those who adventured the perilous: course of militant methods, , 


and it astounds me’ té firid that there should be any left (and 


there are not very miany) who presume to-condemn the people 
‘who have principles; and are: trying to vitidicate those prin- 
ciples, éven though: it means that the penaltiesifall upon them- 


selves. It .ig,; indeed, extraordinary how much blindness there: 4 


\ is even in these enlightened days; people never seem to be wept 
“to: read the signs. of the times, they. anever ‘seem, able 


understand what is going on u their very eyes, and. yet we. 
live in gréat Christian. countr We live amongst . “peopl 
whiose minds are alway’ tutning® back towards One who paid 
in preatet measure than: we ‘have done the price of purchasing” 
therégenetation of others. seems none of ~ 
understand ‘the. story..of which you -hear over: and: over: again 


‘in, the churches... Why,,.you are brought up from your cradles.; 


unierstand this thing, and when, on a smaller and-humbler 
scale, the whole thing is acted out under your very eyes, you. - 
don’t seem ‘to see at what it tmeans—at don't see 
for good ‘long time.“ 

Welk, assure’ you that tf ‘were ‘hot a great ‘thing’ at 
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think is at. stake! 
thing there is,. the. only thing that. is ‘worth fighting 
only thing thats worth. paying for. We are fighting for that. 
We are fighting: for.the emancipation, of women ;‘the €mancipa- 
tion of men Was -hegun'a long timevago, and men are now 
. working out their: salvation, although they will never see it in 


other ‘questions’; ‘are moré*jmportant?’ 
They fannot really think: 


~ to come and do with us! 


- 


full.measure until the women, whose‘ brothers and whose part-. 


ners. they. are, see their emancipation’too. .We are working: 
for. the bréad of womer, Wwe are working that women: may ‘not 


go ‘hungry, we aré working for what is'even more. important— 
we are working for the dighity of women, How can they say 


freedom. of men ‘and the: freedom: of “the liberty: of 
human what: trafigcend. “thab?): Wher “worldly 


“affairs “are concerned, what is dur Government ‘for? Goverti-” 
nent’ is game, it: is ‘something: remote: -from tbelief. that: 0 far: fronebeing: ry, 


affairs; is concerns us all. 


“Therefore, the: 


first duty. of ‘stayesinen “to be. ta: attend. to the of 


had why ‘you: 


Because-:you know. from you nor from Cabinet’ Ministers 


do we want sympathy. No, what we want is action. .We 


“would rather have you. ‘marching along With us.side by side 


than we would have | your cheers or your support or your praise. 


We do not look, for that, we, should’ miss’ it; “we do. not want, . 


you to come and say that We have doné well; we want ‘you . 


selves into this agitation, why are not you ready for prison ? 
You should not see prison. through other. people’ s eyes, you, 
should go there yourselves if you think that. we have done well 

to go there. You know the old methods of working for the vote - 


are futile, 
you. I say. any. woman-here who is content tox appeal for the 


vote instead of demanding’ and fighting for it is dishonouring . 


herself! That she may have a ‘right to do, but she has no 


right to dishonour. her. sex, and I .say you drag our women’s: 
. banner j in the-very mud, that political roughs may trample upon. 
it and defile it, when -you are content with the old proved .. 
failures of methods of getting votes for women, 
great? Cannot yeu make the necessary sacrifice?, I can. 
you that*we whe are: prepared for-it take a great joy 


Is the price: 


Why, sometimes when-you say that we are brave and self- 


‘ ssivaibeiny, ‘and all the -rest.of it, we feel that we ought to re- 


ject your: compliments: because we-are’ so much happier than | 
you: - Because we don’t feel we are giving up anything, because. 
We are -not giving. up anything. ‘We are getting everything. 


) Why, the women in this Union are ’the happiest people in the: 


world! We have thé love of our comrades, we have the re- 
‘spect of our enemies, we have the. support of the people, we have 


‘something to live for, and we are going to ‘do something worth . 
doing. We are sorry for the peoplé who go through their - 


lives. achieving nothing, leaving the world no richef than they 
‘have: found it.. Those people are. poor, indeed; those .people- 
we pity.. As for us, we have the glorious pride of being made 
the instrument of. those great forces that are wering towards 
_ progress and liberty. : | 


, But suppose ir were not so. suppose were but 
sorrow and sacrifice and pain and renunciation in Our move- 


“ment, have’ not women’ always been. ready~ to uridergo these 
things? We are told-it is the very law of our bei ng.. [A voice : 7 
‘No! Well, we have ‘been told so. We do. know this, 
_ that: women are prepared to sacrifice themselves, Sometimes 
they sacrifice themselves rightly, and : ‘sometimes wrongly. When 


I think of the futile sacrifice. which is: being made every day we 


live by countless women, I think: how well it would be -if all 
that devotion, all that readiness to* give ‘could’ be. directed 
“towards great ‘ends. Now, we in “this: movement are ssome- 
times told that we are selfish, that wearer uttwomanly, ‘and 
‘that we are expecting ‘women to be different from: what people 


~ have hoped they would be. ‘Some people say “You -want 


‘women to be as bad as men, as ‘selfish as men,’’ but T don’t 
think devotion to! others. should bé or ‘is a séx 


Still ‘the fact remains‘ that wonien aré always ready give 
in’ this: 


themselves in order” that others’ may benefit: We 
“Movement say a ‘woman. wall) 


for, the But We thats 
that, you 


How. ‘can they. say. it MY. 
Wity, it. 1s the ‘most important wish:thie means. a 
question ; Is. the most ‘vital .question, ‘of the: present What; is. necessary | the. vote.’ 


Why, then; do you not throw your-_ 


and not only futile, but’ humiliating, unworthy of . 


the” of woman. 


if what she is towards i is while. 
because afe: afraid, 
do, forces with us, for that 4: 
where ivomen: are- concerned, No, ‘the did 


one may 
ust to duty is, thirtk; .at. the root of 


idea: ‘that’. women 


__the: You say ys) we ought to. have the vate; 


‘ay of getting . the ‘vote is by adopting these. 
militant at but %% ‘it tight that we shoukt do- Bo, is’ it. 


at out, to 

want: he: ‘vote. 

axe 

means of ipetting “the vote! than. those’ that are, 


the ‘militant-fmeans’ must .be ‘adopted. But wis not 


we, pon oor: 
and. a. ‘glorious thing. when. broke 
down,” ‘Theretore,; apologise; foriour, thethous. 


‘dine of argument that ‘we 


are int the Wrowg-to-day. are 


~ 


“Now, the: rigtitiess OF revolt, tthe: 


at 


fronted-by -the forces of evil, then you must go and: do battle 


against thém.. Unless you believe that might is right you must ~~ 


agree What, we none; of us really think that 


‘Might ts right. 


their: superior in force... I think even when we were ‘at school 


of. “‘ fighting against fearful odds’’; we all ‘of us feel. proud’ of 


those members of the humian race whg have stood perhaps alone: 
against overw helming strength and overwhelming’ numbers. 


ave. 


So often. , the.' gallant.. stands that men, and. women 
‘made against’. superior force have. seem to 

wain. 
“every trace’, of them -being . trampled ‘away, ‘but, somehow, 


We 
Ad 
thode who ark, without the rights “oft citizenship. say” emphatically that, they-ate themselves. ~The. woniest 
Now, I aim} tO speak to those here who whoa 
| the vote, ‘but don’t’ ith: our 
do, | hold: ‘whi Wo you! helieve: irr the: methods, 
Fieve “don ‘practise ‘methods.‘does ‘tot ‘depend: success. | 

tice and fail, or seem to fail, and still you have “dotte right? 
When’ you are: confronted by oppression, when you -are 


There is*tiot one here who has not read of. the- 
brave déeds of people who were: few in number and weak in © 
strength, who went forward against countless numbers greatly © 


and read Macaulay’ s Lays our- -hearts to ‘thrill at. the’ 


We read. of . their being crushed. under foot’ 


ose 


» 


Resist 


‘I think there .is, in. the heart of every one: of ‘us a ¢onvic-~ 


dion that “somehow and somewhere that heroism. is. recorded, 


that heroism is counted; and that we to-day ate the. ‘richer for. 

ity and ‘that the forces of good have been. strengthened by the — 
action of these heroes who. have seemed te fail, but in reality 
. have triumphed, And. I want you to believe. that even f we had'n no’. 


—hope.of success, even if we thought. that our militant campaign 
were destined to-failure, we. showld: go on with it... We should 
+ £0. OM. with it whilé life was ours; we are going On with it; 


$0, long as wé live we are never going to renounce this struggle. 


- But we are. going to.win, for victory is. “not: always with the big 
. battalions... We. are. going to.win because: we have got. right 
on our. Side. 
‘that; hath ;his quarrel just, and he; but’ naked though locked 


up: in. Steel: whose conscience «with injustice is. corrupted.” 


and 


Well, friends. there is great truth in those. words, 
think you will.admit that our quarrel“is just. 
enemy. has toadmit that. We could never win if we were not . 
in. the right, but. we are in. the we are going 
fowin. © 

"Now; ift had talking a men’ a men 
‘there: is Mot one? in, who.would not have. 
‘Yes, you are right, you are tight. 
is different with women.’”. You say, “‘ Women are weak, they 
gan’t fight But have not we- just made up our! minds that’. 


 weakness—apparent weakness—is: often. ‘the real. strength? 


‘Though we are.women, we can: win. Do. not say. that.a curse 
a beén laid upon us because: we are. women, that the fact , 


of ‘being’ women deprives. ‘us' of the power of, getting--votes, 
and of, the right to fight for justice, even if.we donot “win. ' 


“No, my friends ‘wewomen have. as good aright a8“the-men, 
and our sex is no exciise Yor submissioft, for sloth, and* 
“yielding. to injustice. The woman who shelters, herself béfiind 


sex, and says,‘ ] need. not come out to fight Because 
woman, and I ought. not that woman ¢ither has not 
woman’s spirit,. of. has not. the tight swomnan,’s Spirit, That 
we: to see in our country. 


No, you must not forget that.“ thrice is he armed ‘ 


‘Why, even the 


But,” you will say; 
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“vores” FOR WOMEN. 
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is not the kind of woman. ‘who: wilt bring into the 

world the men that we want te 
“But. when; driven to :the Jast argumentative pitch, ‘some of ~ 
Res. our women friends-wiil say, ‘“ Yes,, it is all very well, but, you. 
Know; there: is’ thé Liberal Goverament. They are so strong, 
‘sand we women, you. y—well,, how. we ’’—and. 
think. helplessly, cannot ‘be: done.” Now, when. I was 


and it begins with” a_very: interesting passage dealing ‘with 
“this: question. Ruskin ‘thinks that failure art, and “even 
: More in politics, comes from thé fact that’those who want to 
do something; instead Of looking to’ their end, and steering 
z. directly: towards it, enter too much -into the consideration of 
what is, possible. Now, ‘says Ruskin, how cam any of you 

~ know. what is possible ? Who. can tell their own strength, 
- who. knows ‘the. strength of the enemy, who’ knows ‘all 

~ the attending circumstances, who can possibly. tell what can 
“be managed and what cannot? We know what ‘we ought to” 
Strive: for, and I believe that nothing is impossible to the 

_ human will and the:human spirit, because, you see, after all, 

7 We, €very of us, believe that it.partakes of thedivine, and, 
far as it dées that, it can bend outside circumstanees. 
“Well, we in this Union have. already-learnt the tryth of that. 
We know perfectly well that. the only limit to our power is; 
‘our ‘own. detéritiination: If we-are-determined, if we banish 
~ all” thought: of sloth, if'we po straight forward, looking neither 
“to the left nor to the right, we can perform mitacles.. .Humayi 
beings have deneit. . Why, when you think of,air-ships, wire- 
less telegraphy, and things of that kind; when “you think ‘of. 


needs, how are “we. to suppose that women banded together 
‘with a knowledge of what they want, and a knowledge of how 
to get it; should fail to make. the Liberal Government give in! 
Therefore, I say to, women : Take, courage, never mirid whether 
Asquith: is-an obstinate man or not, never mind whetlier 
the men are’ going to back you up or not; just do yout 
just you go’ straight: forward, and if, the. Government jdon’t 
give in at the first‘attempt, then try,. try again! That is what 
er “ “we have been doing -for some years now, arid we dre going to 
have what we think will-be a final try next Session. ines 
“We have every treasom:to be hopeful, because we have had 
| thuch ‘succéss already.” Look at our Union! Just, see how : 
itis growing in numbers, ‘see’ the. enthusiasm. of the women, 
e the officers. of ‘our Union; seewhat: keen politicians they 
few. people following blindly’ a few‘who understand, 
but everyone ‘understanding for herself, and ranging herself 
“under the Banner of .the commanding officérs the Union. 
We are like: an orchestra—each. sone playing her own part, and 
producing —we think, at-any” rate—a° very harmoiiious. result. 
| You see, this: is all the result of the. Militant methods. Look, 
also, at-our finances! ‘They. are in an exceedingly: Satisfactory 
eondition,- and -we haope: they. are going . to. be in an even 
more’ satisfactory condition as.. time, goes, on, because the. 
Liberal’ deaders,:as you kndw,. dre, yery materially-minded ; 
donot care for argument, or: anything, of that. kind—all 
‘that they: want to knowns; What are-the,; resources of these. 
women? Can we tire them. out,”or can’ they tire us_out? Is 
this a bubble’that will burst when’ its season has run, or. will 
go on for ever?’ Then, ‘I say, ‘look at the- attitude of. 
‘the public—see ‘how’ it has ‘changed! . We are supposed to’ 
have: alienated the- people. But ‘néither nor, the Liberal 
Government can. see any evidence of that. 
Wellpal have een. telling you why. we adopt our methods: 
‘hae been trying to explain.to.you the frameof mind i in which 
we are;-dand the:reasons ‘why have taken, to these methods, 
and-what ‘the amethods are: read, the leading articles in 
of Our “néwspapers, ‘you would think our, methods, were . 
Russtan> inethods ‘of even' worse: You really would suppose 
that’ we" were’ the’ iost. ‘dangerous set of. people: and. the most, 


howenet, that” We are’ sifigularly we -are _just-as 
uimild cas we <an bé; consistently: with ‘doing our duty: We do. 

| _ not want ‘to. go an inch‘ further than the Liberal Government 
“drive us, becatise we do net want to.waste our forces; we do 


never done We | go to by-elections, and ‘work against the. 
Government. ‘Surely that’ is not very unocdnstitutional or very | 
I See’the Welsh ‘members dre threatening to do that. 


they-don’t! get what they “want. “If they ‘can-do it, 


out owns” 


in prison’ I ‘was. reading The Seven Lamps of Architecturé,’? 


amongst his subjects, it might be. natural. 


Nature has: been bent to human ‘purposes and human 


, this meeting to express : an ‘opinion on’ the rights and wrongs of, 


of ‘Lords, and they are always announcing : ‘that this time the : 


—haye the. present. Goyernment talking about the House of. Lords 


violent’'set Of people; fiat ‘have: ever been seen. ‘The fact~is, 


net want to overstep the mark by a hair’s breadth, dnd we‘have 


the people, the..women as» well as the men—why, they are more | 
* /P-see ‘the Welsh party: say that they will go against the Govern... 


very ‘effective; but to life or 

Mr. Lieyd George—{lotid and, prolonged hisses]— 

well: ‘you’ see. it all shows how. foolish Mt. Lioyd George and 
these’ othér people who want to be popular aré to go against a 
Votes for Women, As I say, these protests don't. involve arty — a 
danger to the physical - ‘safety. of our Cabinet Ministers, 


_ they produce a marked impression. Ministers ate simply terri-’ 


fied. .They hide. from us behind locked doors!. They go in 
secret: nowadays! They. dase not run the risk of meeting 
“women in, a railway train. - Haye you’ read the Daily 5 
News to-day, seen the. account of Mr... Lloyd Georgée’s 


attempt, not only to keep women out of his meeting, but to, 


éscape them? Well; if it. were ‘the Czar of Russia going 
Why this fear? 
Why <not’ trust the people?, ‘They are. dreadfully afraid. of 
women in these days—and then you say’ women cannot pursue a 
militant methods with success!’ The proof of the pudding’ is: 1% 
in the eating, ‘and. 1 know this‘they are more afraid of one” 
‘Suffragette than they are of 5,000\.men ! 
Then we go on deputations to, the House of 
What is there wrong in that? Men are) constantly having 
deputations, and. I have never .heard of a mén’s deputation ~~ 7 
going. to prison yet—but we to go to prison! I wonder .. 
how, it JAS. that, you'de not see, that, instead of.our being violent, 
-violanes used against us! We have'not caused Mr. Asquith 
languish: for a:single. day im gaol—it is he who has vicati- 
ously attacked. and imprisoned us. We are very sorry to have 
to give. allthis trouble.; we would rather, militant: methods 
‘should. cease,‘ and ‘they if, we. were,to have the 
vote. Now, how: simple it all is! Can’t you ‘understand that 
the Government have brought: these. troubles down upon their oe 
own heads ? We ate’ not responsible. for it—they are respon-- 
Sible: ‘Do not’ waste sympathy’ upon ‘them, my friends. | 
“Tt is all their own fault. If they would: Rive ‘us the vote, they mee 
would hve no more ‘trouble from us." 
- Now, what is the present position? I want to dest with that. ee) 
as a conclusion to my ‘Speech to-night. The third Session of the _ iy 
present Government has .now come to afi end. not think 
they can be feeling very happy, to-night. This Session has wit- » a. 
nessed a great, decline in their prestige. and in their influence. 
They are.weakened and discredited... While. I was in prison, le 
had, towards-the end of my sentence; the opportunity. of reading. fea i 
the newspaper, and I.read:of the-inglorjous figure the-present 


‘Government:-cut, in ‘connection, with: the education. question. 
What an insight all that.edutation business gave you of the ~~ “e 
of do not care which side 
-you take thi ithe matter, arid it is not the business ‘of anyone at 


the education question—we a are for’ Votes’ for Women—but you 2 
can see: that. in ‘that measure the ‘Governinent had “no 
care at all for, their own professed. principles, no care at’ ‘all for ae 
‘the pledges they have given to their supporters, all. they wanted es: 
to do was. to. please: to ,hhave an easy time them- 

They. to during ‘with the of 
ords; they are always. getting to. loggerheads. with the House 


“great eainpaigh is going to begin. What would you say to us 
if we were like that? You would not respect us. You would so 
“think Wwe: were ‘absutd, inconstant, bragging people; all talk 
action, we take ‘care to be different, but the 
Government have shown an attitude of contemptible weakness > 
towards. the House of Lords, which, whilst it is a matter of 

regret on, some grounds, is a great encouragément to us. ‘We 
shall make them give in, but, my, friends, what a farce itisto “9% 


their desire to: overcome.its unconstitutional action | 
Lloyd-George said last night-that ‘the Liberal. party. were 
to fight, among other things, for: free institutions. | We 
‘only wish we could take him at’ his ‘word, and that we'could 
make him ‘prove his words: to be trtie.’ ‘Are they for free ine 
stitutions, or are the against them? “They have been proved to. 
be. against. them, Wiiy, on this very quéstion in which they 
profess to be so deeply, interested, they have shown themselves’ 
unwilling to move-either hand or foot ; ‘and when it ques- 
of making the House of Commons itself. a free institution, 
tepresentative. not-only, of half the people, but.of the whole’ of 


reactionary, they are. more..obstinate in, their opposition, to . 
justice: than: any: other. of: whatever. 
be. 
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In! ‘gddition to all this they hive to out Bill, and” 
that I think in days to come. will-seemto be the one outstanding 


‘feature of this Session. When the Education Bill, that hotch- 
ay potch of conflicting principles, is. long forgotten, when their absurd 


brag about the House of Lords i is forgotten, it will be remembered 
that a Bill for ‘Woman Suffrage passed its second reading by a 


large that rather than let that ‘Bill<come to Taw 


were imprisoned as common criminals in‘one of: our gadls. 

Ket, 1 my. friends, they have’ had time to pass another Bill. 
Panic they have carried through @ private member’s Measure, a 
measure of Coercion—that’s what it is, pure and simple—and be- 
‘they ‘were so anxious to ‘put an end to action on our part, 


(which they could have ended-in a better. manner by giving us the’ 


vote), they have reduced the right of public meeting in this country: 


to.a farce... Before I say more.of that,I want to telbtyou: that if 


at, the General Election this» Bill had been in force, a. great 
‘many of Mr. Asquith’s supporters, would have been in gaol on 
polling-day. We are entitled to protest at public meetings, because 


_- ‘we are voteless, if for no other reason, but let me remind you of the 


% 


you who are Liberals, what. do.you feel? | Are you proud of them, 


é 
ve 


> 


| Asquith’s “e 


‘fact—I speak of Manchester, where I was at the General Election— 
no Conservative candidate could get a hearing. Meetings ‘were 


smashed, furniture was destroyed, scenes-of extraordinary violence 


“were witnessed at election meetings, and all this was done by the 
- menr‘whose votes have placed Mr. Asquith where he is, and have 
-> givén him the power to carry this measure in order to deal. with us. 


“As a public speaker, I say I want none of their Bill. If I can’t’ 
get a hearing by the force of my own will, by my own knowledge 
“of how to deal with an audience, by the’ strength of the cause I- 
wish ‘to promote, then I will wait and hold’ a meeting some other 
‘ time. Yes, we are prepared to hold our Own at any meeting, and 
I do not see why the men politicians cannot do what we can. 


make it very difficult for Liberals to do as they did in Ipswich the 
other day, get roughs at a shilling a head to come to our meetings 
_ and make a d turbance, they will have to be ready to pay down at 


least £5 in ftiture, “but this Bill wilt: not deter women from de- 
~*manding the We-tire not so poor im spirit, nor’ $6 deficient in 
courage that th i in paog is oing to prevent us from Cfeimin 


But, whéd you ook at “the ‘record of this 


or do you feel: deeply ashamed of:them?. I am -sorr 
_you have sucli leaders. [A woite So.are-we 


are not leaders, they aré-falgé.;to--your orinbipies, and it seems to 


for you that 


me they are like some piraté gang who have boatded the good old’ 


ship of Liberalism, and are steering her on the rocks. . 
‘Now, what, of Session ? Whilst: I was in prison L.read. Mr. 
-making ‘speech,” his ‘‘ great utterance ”’ upon 
the future policy of Bis pany, upon his action for next ‘Session. 
-He certainly. made one thing very evident, that. those who shout 
_ the: loudest. will get the first attention. He does: ‘net study in a 
p @aizemanlike way the condition of the people, and consider which 


‘tell you, they 


In a 


Néw' ‘ay, better’ that a thousand meetings should be destroyed 
than that we should have this kind of: interfererice by the police | 
_ with .assemblies of citizens:-met together to discuss publi¢ affairs. 


a are'the most Pressing questions to be dealt with. No, he is looking — 
round, he is: saying, i8 going to worry me the. most, 


eee who worries me the most iAtist’ get what he, or ‘she, wants,”’ 
*yand he turns—he looks Sir Alfred Thomas, he looks at Dr. 
Clifford, and he looks at this, that, and the other leader, and I do 


mot suppose—I am. sure-——he does not forget to keep an'eye.on what 


b = the Suffragettes are doing. Then he weighs it all up, and. those’ 


J. 


King’s Speech. » 


who are the most otnoxions active’ will get a in the 


Then he told us of nistlvs thing. A very DEIR Budget is. 


tobe introduced. Yes, ladies, ‘they are going to take our money 
If. there had “been 


‘play their’ own political games with it. 
"women Ahete, he w6tild hardly have had the courage to say it—but 


‘But, my friends, “once bitten,-‘twice shy. 


have;done it ourselves. It ig not for. him: to convert the country, 


it.is for him tod something, and for his colleagues to do some... 
- thing, and the chief. reason why you did well in going to. that 
meeting and, making your protest was. this You. made it unmistak-. 

able that.we. would: have nothing to. do with that offer; you rer 
jected it in the most dramatic. effective. way possible. For |’ 
‘what was the offer? . The same-thing that we had from. Mr, Asquith 


months ago.. I suppose, they thought, that of the. political 


cooks, Mr. Geotge is more. skilful at dishing up.. We. rejected. 
the, spread that’ Mr. Asquith laid before us; we said it wasn’t fit 
to:.eat, so Mr, Lioyd..George said, Oh, I will pour. @ hice sauce 

‘over it; they will take it then.” no, we did not, 


not. 


We arétold that: a Reform: Bill isto be: was: only. to 
be for men at first, but a private member can move an- amendment,» 
and if it is carried, then the Liberal Government will 
thing up.to the House of Lords. Now, that does not satisfy.ns, 
because we do not knew:-when the Reform Bill is going to be ; a 


introduced, for one thing. Before they.go out af office, they. say. 
“The Jast Government: 


wis going to introduce a Redistribution Bill, and, carry it before 


they went out of office. it was our intention to try to get 
“an instruction. moved which would. have led to’ the provision for 
“woman suffrage in that Bill, and we ‘were working, very hard for . 
that. The times.we have moved. resolutions—and got them carried—_ at: 
| Ps favour of such an amendment to the Redistribution Bill! Then, ~ 


as you know} the ground was cut from under, our feet, because Mr. 


Balfour resigned.office. I think the same thing is certain to happen‘ < 


in. the presenticase. . This Government is on its death-bed.. What 
would you say of some hardened old sinner, who, when he was 


asked to repent at the eleventh hour, were to say, “ Well, two-or — 


Do - three years henoe I will think about it”? -You would say that was 
you think this Bill is going to make any difference tous? It may 


wrong, and it is wrong for a discredited Government.to tell women 
who ate crying for enfranchisement, who mean to have the vote 


at the next General Election, that they must wait until the last — 
‘Session of Parliament, that they must wait for the. Reform Bill, 


The Reform Bill may never be introduced. It will ' ‘certainly . not’ 
be carried, because it is not meant to be carried. It is a war-cry | 
for the Liberal Party at: the: next General Election, . and; woman 


‘suffrage may Or may not be part of the Government war-cry, but —— 


SR 


we shall never be a war-cry, if we can help it, for any party. 
We want to vote at the next Gerlerat Election. 


they must carry. our Bill now. . This Reform Bill, if it ever comes — 
to life, will be too complicated to get through. the House of Lords, 
and if it does not get through, I am afraid that, in ‘order to facili- 
tate‘its passage through the narrow legislative door, the women - 


send, the whole 


will be left behind as they have been before. ‘We stand for a Bs 


separate, a distinct measure for Woman Suffrage, just a Bill to. 
say that if women show-the Same qualification’ a& men voters, they 


shall be voters too. We know what we -want, It is‘mot-as though | 
we know what we want, they have 
only now got to give it to.us. Then, ‘they say, as a last excuse, 


we were uncertain as to that; 


_“ We know the House of Lords won’t pass it.” - But they must not 


, €ven as it was I wonder that he could get up and: say that women 
"taxpayers were to have. their. pockets picked—because,that is what | 


it means when they do not give them the vote, ‘Women are going 


their pockets picked so that Mr. Lloyd George may 


‘what. he can do to revive the sinking fortunes of the Liberal 


Government. And yet it is said that the: predominating political: 


‘issue is the question of the House of Lords. Well, they may say, 


e we think 

We: fiandle: ‘this vote in a’ 
that in which the’ handle question of the. 
» House of Lords. «It is all very well PS say they ase going to. 
"Well 
“Howse fi Lords: (will have 

Tey ‘with Scorn.’ ‘You 


of to givé votes" t 
but it is anfoffetthat we have. 
rejected ‘that offer with scorn at the 


f think before they get to 3 


can. do. 


be too sure df that. The House of Lords often: disappoints this 


Government ! “They were not crocodile tears that Mr, Asquith shed” 
at the Reform Club, they were real -teéats that. stood ‘in ‘his eyes 


when he said he did not, know why they had passed the Trades. 
Disputes Bill, _ The Government has neyer-got over. it from ‘that 
day to this, they did so-hope the House of Lords would save-them | 


- from that, and they hope, too, that the House of Lords will reject . 


a Woman’ Suffrage Bill. If we compel them to pass it through the 
House of Commnions, they hope the Lords will come 'to their rescue, 


But I, for one, do not believe the’ Lotds -will do anything of 


I speak with — of 
possible seridugness when I say ‘that. But if they don’t, very - 


the kind. Probably the Lords will carry our. ‘Bill, 


well then, we must try to change their minds.’ I am ‘Sure we shall . 


- manage better in’ dealing with the House of Lords than the Govern: — 
It seems to me that the Government think we are oe 
such’ good fighters that’ they want to get us mixed up with their. 
“Reform Bill, so ‘that we may do the fighting and they may take 

the-credit. 
this Government: In‘any possible future conflict which may arise ~ 


But, no, no, no! “ We won't have’ such: feeble allies. 


between us and the ‘Uppet’ House we can*fight better ‘without them. 


“They would hinder ‘us, ‘they wotild prevent us from winning. We 


will not have to do with as allies against the House 
of Lords: 
Now, friends, 1 ao want you ‘all to ‘take this pares very, very 
seriously. One has a good deal of time “for meditation, in, prison, 
‘We ‘ised to, read the papers, ‘and then think of what we had read, + 


‘George told ws that he wad: convert 
country, .we. have. spared him. the trouble -of doing that ;..we 


and we shell 


If they 
wanted to go to.the country on, this, question they ought to haye 
done it in. 1906, but.now they cannot:do it. It'is too late for that, 


“ne 


“tpl 


< Alben Hall. (Prolonged cheers] That was.one of the brightest. and I noticed this que thing-—it is, very ‘extraordinary. just to. sce 
.of our sent Holloway.,: It wes absolute! how, the world sis: moying on, how conditions are changing Io 
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intd ‘being, “something quite \ptactital—they are to'be’as OUR: ‘post. “pox: 
= ‘to “motor-cars, or even” mote’ so. Now, a To. the Editors of Vorss. FOR ort 
ing  Tike- that—and ‘there are ‘sure “to be” other things 
the “leita thing that mearis “that; the’ world ® _—-Haying. read the paragraph re Women Sanitary Inspectors 
going to be far different in future from Wwhiat it»is'to-day, dnd it. the. cutrent issne of Vorzs ror’ Women, may point out you 
means, above all, that‘our own-nationalconditions are going ta be that not only Wonian Inspector’ possess the same 
changed: means that wé-in this: country will have’ to rise‘to ” tion ‘* Male Inspector, But ‘at the present date she would have e 
new occasions, and will have'to base our place amiong the nations no chante of election did she’ not. possess in addition special qualifice, is 
on @ different: foundation. We-shall ‘have to readjust ourselves! tions in pursi ng cake of infants; which knowledge represents. iwa,. 
Other countries are’, wealthy, other.-countries have greater’. 
territory: than. ‘ours, and” othe have “even greater three, of more years’ training in a hospital: Working-as it @ 
‘natural resourcés; if we. are to hold our own in the world in: borough where ont of 20 inspectors two women are the only inspectors 
future we. men “and “women of Great Britain, we have got to be possessing a London qualification, for which; with ‘dat specialised | 2h 
equipped. Outs must be an Empire.of mind and intelligence’ knowledge in Barsing, &c., we receive the monificent salary of 
and spirit, or-we shall be left ee countrice will hold the annum, I speak feelingly. 14 | ata eee 
ow, we_are enou patriots to, want our 
‘to.stand high. We are the heirs of a gteat past; what are we 4 A Wao. 
going. to hand on to posterity, what are we going to hand on to the | +. 
Great Britain. of ‘the days to come?’ Well, I do not think things \Réaders of VoTES FOR Women should that dealing 
ate ‘well, with our nation at the present time;,I do not think with the firms which advertise in its ‘pages they are materially 
the physical. condition; or the mental or the condition. of assisting the cause of the N. Ww. S.P. U. writing to 
. the mass of our people is what it ought to be, and therefore it is please mention VorEs 1 FOR Women. | al a tt ican 
patriots that ‘we are here to-night; we want to take our share 
in saving .our country. Will:you deny us: that—shall we be denied i 
that? I:do not think so; I think-all men of generous’and pure mind 
and-heart willbe with this fight. This is not a party ques- 
tidn,;’ it is’ a -qnestion for the nation. This-is not a-question -of the 
moment, it-is a question for all time. I call on the’ men who are 
here to-night te, join ‘forces with us, help us''to overcome the 
Government which at the ptesent moment is the greatest obstacle 
in the path of -human -progress.. If men’s eyes are still shut - 
to-these truths, yet nevertheless the women. are awake, and the 
‘women ‘have the power; they have the absolute power to gain. ed 
the.zeform which they want; they have the power andthe capacity 
to seize this indispensable weapon of reform, which’ in-their own 
interests, and in the interests of the country that. is. dear to them, 
from dtess allowance; to fight the Liberals'as traitors to their own principles and 
Protnises and cowardly perseautors of women, is the author of the 
“Since ‘opened on this cruel ‘world the eyes Giving the Typist a Bit of 
Great mattyr. to its hate! - And, seventy years. Typist ‘There! I I'd doit! Every time I this 3 
im the ocean’s‘ heaving bosom sank | tor Ghange the ribboa “I spoil ‘Tt! ll take me 
Had pour'é their lyric’ Song in “English tongie Anty Drudge—"* Tut, ‘tut ! Don’ t be: so. foolish.. Don’ 
‘ceriturie’: agdin may roll before way Of washing ? Get _a cake of Fels-Naptha and: follow 
The world shall recognise ‘in ‘full the worth board bl will be whit snow. 
rung across the age, ‘‘ This slavery must Tf. 
| ; ‘Be broken Woman i is become a thing Naptha. pr een - and - red —and tr y. it. it Is. 
to‘think upon?” And still in vain at your grocers, | your first experience with 
Rs | Wings, to ears that hear not, for eyes that see | pass it with. the Fels- Naptha soap you <5 
all the deadly. poison streaming forth, it simply | will hardly believe that. 
On human.race, from that one primal curse contains a cake of laun ry weahing. AR: be done: SO” 
: giv'n :to London’s ;stateliest dome has saic soap, ‘but. remember it |-easily. 
‘Fhe Christ did come ‘to break our. every yoke. Also containsea better and | But’ it: can. be. 
bring redémption from curse.’’ easier way, of washing— is. done, by» ‘more than: 
Christian land remains:by law. ‘enfore’d. k ‘lion: womer: every 
Beneath the heels of selfishness and lust, 
nd rescue ne'er shall come.till in the halls 
Of legislation i im this’ land, those speak, . not let ‘Fels-Naptha do. it 
My. sisters, till those first authors of your 
| Freedom—our Shelley, Wolstoncraft, and Mil, . 
atrcient pile, their montments ‘hér’ will i orth trying? 
| fame, for time alone do ite si t wo 
“What causes ever.new for gratitude shall spring 


Aa 
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THE CAMPAIGN, THROUG our THE 
“COUNTRY. 


At Homes: Queen’s Hall, Langham Place, Mondays, 
St. James’s Hafl, Great Portland Street. B+to. 
ay ‘Important Event: Queen’s Hall, Presentation tq Mrs, Pankhurst, jan, 14, 8 p.m 

The: first -At Horne in the New Year will be held on Thursday 
Gas evening, January 7, from. 8 to to, in St. James's Halli, when the 
chair will’ be taken by Mrs: Pethick Lawrence, ‘and Miss’ Christabel 
Pankhurst ‘will speak.’ Admiagion is ftée; but a’ certain“humber of 
_ Seats will be ‘reserved at 2s, 6d: anid 1s." first’ 6f+the Monday 
afternoon At’ Homes. will: be held, on«Monday; January, it, from 
3 to's in the. Qheen’s Hall.,, Mrs. Pethick Lawrence will be in the 
chair and Mrs. Pankhurst and Miss Christabel Pankhurst will toth 
‘speak. Admission free, but a certain number of seats are reserved 
+ at 2s\~6d. in the stalls, ahd the whole of the’ dress’ Circle seats are 

‘charged at 1s. For particulars of the pre: ntation to Mrs. Pankhurst 
and Mrs. Leigh, pleadsé refer to the N.W,S.P.U. announcements, p- 
eae 237. ~The salés of VOTES For- WOMEN are being kept up briskly dtur- 
"ing the holidays. One member is taking 200 copies, and is collecting 


ordered. two dozen every week, which she will either sell or dispose: 
of herself, while a third calls at the office weekly for a dozen copies, 
which she sells Or gives at her own expense to people-who argue the 
“question of Votes for Women with her, Still another helper has 
paid three yearly subscriptions in advance, two copies weekly for 
sending to friends. There is room for more: volunteers in.this de- 
partment; they should call at the office on: ‘Thursday, Friday; and” 
‘Saturday at ro a’m., or between 6 and 7 p.m:, any day except 
Saturday. When the At Homes begin again their copies can be 
cbtained at the hails. In response to the appeal for workers to 
guarantee the salé of the issue of December 24) Close upon 2,600 
copies were ‘thus disposed 
‘The “next thing is Tamworth By-Election, for which, 
should a Government. candidate present himself,°we are quite ready. . 
--with our organisation and speakers. | Flora. Drummond. | 


LANCASHIRE. 
New Manchester Central Office: 164; 

At Home.—Manchester : Ofiward Buildings, Deansgate, Friday, January 8. 

| Important Event.— Manchester: Free Trade Hall, January ro, 

The great event ‘in Lancashire ‘this has been the 
demonstration outside Lloyd ‘George’ meeting. in the Sun 
Hall, Liverpool, when’ a Nigorous. campaign was ‘carried ‘out’ ‘by 

Biv 2 Miss Mary Phillips andsMiss Flatman, with the help of Liverpool, 
~~»... Bolton, and Manchester members. Great ‘prominence was given. 
the accounts of the demonstration by the local Press:. It*has 
provided just the necessary impetus: which, - coming j after: Mrs.. 
*°-Martel’s recent campaign, should convert Liverpool into as im- 
portant a stronghold a& Manchester. We were pleaged that Miss 
Woodlock and Miss Tolson were able to spend Christmas ‘in. their 
* own homes, and not in:gaol, as, they had anticipated. - 


* 
as 


» 4 - » 


a 


She had an attentive Hédring, and has been asked to address them 
again in the New Year. 
| ‘We are béginning to feel quite at Pare in our new offices. They 
“have already attracted muich attention’ fram passers by, and there 
nas beén a constaiit. stream of callers during the day purchasing 
“literature and- tickets for the great- meeting on January 19, im the 
Trade Hall, when Manchester will, welcome Miss Christabel 
& Pankhurst. 
© +z» townswoman a right royal welcome, and are allowing no lowering 
 --> of the’ flag duriib ‘Miss Gawthorpe’s absence: We would like to 
Se". 06 able to tell: her on her return that all the tickets, are sold out, 
we ought not to have much difficulty in acéomplishing this. 
gages Our corps of sandwichwomen are already at work with a parade | 
_.-» through the principal. streets; this will be continued nightly, and 
during the dinner-hour when possible.’ 
members who have time, to’ spare during: the holidays come down 
the: office and help those who have already promised ‘to devote 
otheir holiday to the furthering of the cause? 
Christmas has been: a’ 
to the welcome: that*our dear‘leaders and Mrs‘ Leigh 
were releaséd from’ Holloway, and’ we-hope that ‘both ‘they and 
Gawthorpe will return to work completely restored. in 
with renewed strength for the’coming year. 
Thete willbe a for qhemibers 6; _at x64, 
As a number. of. women. were unable to gain 
Helen Ogston spoke, another large ‘meeting, in the Albert Hall, 


j 


a band of women to help to sell them in the streets; andther has _ 


Last Sunday night’ Miss’ Clarkson was asked to address the 
members’ ofa local branch of thé F.L.P. Votes for Women.” 


We concentrating ‘on preparations to give our 


Will all Manchester 


much: happier time to. each one of. us, 


being Christmas time, there was a latge and interested 
of women, with a fair sprinkling of! men, and Miss Ogston gave ‘a 


spite of many cqunter attraction, due to its 


most stirring and convincing address, ‘carrying beriaudience with ~ 


her to the “last second of a two hours’ speech. - At-question “time, 
also, she again came off triumphantly. It is an excellent record. 
_ for cautious “Aberdeen to ‘be, able to add forty new names: to- 


the membership of the local W.S.P: U.; and it is eveh more en- 


couraging to know that hundreds of women are 


_subject for’ themselves. 
On the Sunday evening to the’ music pall 


‘fast week: Miss ‘Gonstance E. ‘Ogston and Miss Caroline Phillips" 


went to a:tneeting of the I-L.P. «As thé lecturer was-late, Miss 
_,Ogston took the opportunity of briefly. addressing the audiénce on ( 
Votes for Women. So excellent an impression was made by this’ 


_impromptu speech ‘that a meeting was requested, and on Sunday, ©‘. 


December 27, Miss C. Ogston spoke on “How the Women’s ‘Vote: 
will Affect the Working” Classtsi” 
The first At in Year will be held 9. 
; 


LOCAL NOTES. 


Edinburgh W.S. p. U.—On Tuesday last detorated. dtave the 
streets of Edinburgh to celebrate the release of the prisoners, and a large open-air: 


meeting was held in the evening and addressed by several of our ‘members, each ~ 
giving a five minutes’ speecn. The méetity’ ‘finished -up with three hearty cheers 
for Mrs. and Miss Christabel Pankhurst and Mrs. Leigh. This has been a busy*.’ 


week selling our Christmas wares, and large numbers of Votes ror Women have 
been sola to people desirous of sending them to friends instead of Christmas cards.. 
Esson MAULeE: 
Lewisham W.S.P.U.—The’ debate’ on suffrage at the Brockley 
‘Presbyterian Church Hall, on Monday, December 21; was ‘a greatsuccess. Miss» 
Seymour, who (in lieu of Miss Sylvia Pankhurst) opened the debate with a clear and 
convincing statement of the case, met with hearty support, as wellas with lively | 
opposition in the subsequent discussion, all of which, however, led to an admirable — 
summing up on Miss Seymour's part.’_ A hearty vote of thanks-was passed, and the 
hope expressed that Miss Seymour would open aiiother denate on Votes for 
Women” next-session in the same hall, 
. concise and to the point, and she'showed much tact in keeping the different speakérs 
‘within the limits of subjené and time: Literature was sold and a collection taken. 
A. 
Stoke-on-Trent W.S. p. U.—There has been little to report during the last hale. 
Weeks owing to the factthat-we have been unable to hold the usual open-air meetings ~ 
on Monday and Thursday,the weather having been too unfavourable. We have, how-- 


ever, continued to work in a quiet way, and are satisfied with the result, On 


evening, the 21st inst., an At Home ‘was held at my house, which was well attended . 
by the members and friends. The meeting being the final one ofithe year, wasmore 
of a social gathering, and our greatest source of pleasure was the unexpected release 
of Mrs. and Miss Pankhurst and Mrs. Leigh and.the present situation was the 
subject of conversation. : We also discussed plans for a-big meeting, and even now. 
ate preparing in real earnest ior the New Year's work. 


women’s movement is growing stronger day by day, and I earnestly appeal to all 
. women to join our ranks, especially the women of Stoke, to strengthen’ the hands of | 


_ the local workers. All information may be had on application to the Hon. Secretary, . 


at No. 22, street Boathen Gharch), London-road, Stoke-on-Trent. 
REDSERN-WILDE. (Mks:) 


The in Witabledow.—On Saturday ata reception the 

_ and Nurses at the Wimbledon Cottage Hospital, the extensive decorations were 

"every particular carried ont in the purple, white, and green. A Suffragette cake 
ed an attractive feature, and this, by reason of ber office, the secretary of the } 

Wimbledon , W.S.P,U. was invited to cut. To bring the Union thus under’ dis- 

cussion could only have been hazarded by enthusiastic workers for the cause as the, 

matron and her nurses have proved themselves to’ be..- Corispicuous in the scheme | 


_ of his Christmas wittow, decoration, leading Wimbledon confectioner. displayed 


ady doll, admired of all the neighbourhood, in her- gown of silken sheen” in ey 
Union’s is more in these colours than 1 meets 


A NEW BOOK REVIEWED. 
- There is.a sense of rhythm and a genuine feeling: for: Nature in- 


We all join in the sincere 
. wish that before r909 passes away, British women will have been enfranchised. ». 


Mrs. Conolly's speech from the chair was 


many of the versés in this very beautifully printéd little ‘volume. 


' Militant Suffragists will probably. be. especially attracted by “ The 
- Song of Liberty,” beginning arise!’ The foet.is at. 
his best, though, in our opinion when he is singing of those things _ 
that he seemg to know and‘lové up and down the: countryside. 
The ‘ Biackbird’s Song’’ ig one of the best in the book, and we 
also like especially; “If the bee should love the music of his: 


wings,” and the lines beginning, ‘‘ Thousands there are to sing ‘ots. 


yqu, oh, Heather and Gorse and Pine.’ .A certain crudity of ex- 
pression, here and there, causes little lapses into the commenplace 


din 


"that, unfortunately, spoil some of the writer’s less happy efforts, 


“The Rastc = and. “Other Poems. R. (The 


BIRKBECK BANK. “=~ 


‘ SOUTHAMPTON. BUILDINGS, HIGH HOLBORN, 
> Allowed on it Accounts, 
2 PER CENT. INTEREST Repayable on Demand. | 


CENT. INTEREST. Drawing Accounts with‘ Chaque Book. 


ALL GENERAL BANKING BUSINESS TRANSACTED: °°: 
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is plweys well. exgonted by | 


BUCKENHAM & SON, 
| 642-4, KING'S ROAD, FULHAM, 
| Who will ‘be ‘pleased to send you ia y 


*are always toy. time. jand' 


GRACE J 
and Artistically Furnishes and Decorates Rooms for 
-PARKAURST ROAD, ROAD. 


in LIFE ASSURANCE are enibodied in ‘the plans of the 
BRITISH ASSU, COBFORA ION, Ltd., | |. 


HOUSE,” 


Histohical*Event. 
AN AMUSING . GAME FOR YOUNG AND OLD. 
18, Game ation. 


Aad Usaal Agents. 


"SPECIAL SALE. oF 
"Bargains In Bechstein, ng Erard, 


_ Simplex Piano Players. Player Pianos about Half the Usual Prices. 
Parkhurst Road, Camden 


M 
SOUTHAMPTON ROW. ‘LONDON, 


—RODNEY’S RESTAURANT 
Euston Road, N.W.:— 


SPECIAL. FEATURE—Guaranteed Bonus Tables:. Particulars Free, 16 minutes froin. ,Euston, King’s Cross, and St. Railway 
600D PROSPECTS FoR ACTIVE AGENTS. .. Jn connection with this Restaurant Fisst-Clase, 
Attistic Dieses and Mantle Maker, and. in Artistic Hair Work, 
HILL'S PLACE, CIRCUS, WwW. and Treatment of the Hair. 
BACB MASSAGE AND MANICURE. 
Me | 38, Southampton’ Row, ‘London, we. 
(Opposite entrance to Kingsway Tram Tunnel.) 
‘ome ‘for 'Rést ecreation.’ tua 
Every Home Comfort. Xmas Party. MRS. MARY. LA ON, fF. R. C. 0. 
BARNETT. and: Misa POTTER. Voice Culture for Singers and Speakers. 3 
dry,- old-fashiqned . picturesque Singing Classes: Ane, “Ladies Choir 
Landen, 4 Clase’ ‘Station agd Shops. WIGMORE STREET, W., and 
RS., .W,;BAKER .receiyes Ladies and Gentlemen ..as Paying WwW. ALLEN & 0.. “Typists, Shorthand — 
Guests, Special arrangements for students, teachers, &c. By ‘Writers, & 
“Terms inclusivs;-21s. to 31s. 6d, weekly. 
Elgin Avene, Maida Hill, W. 39, LOMBARD STREET, E. C. 
LADY. Wife of Man. had gre great ‘experience with Qualified to 
rh: ‘nervous and mental patients, offers comfortable HOME. and Mrs CAP RINA | FAHEY, Administer 
lady or child:' “References: MASSAGE, MEDICAL ELECTRICITY, & THE NAUHEIM TREATMENT. 
ts or frien ormer pat Attendance at 
ENGLISH VIOLET PREPARATIONS. 
Veil Rolls, Gifts, Pompadour Green, 
as, 5, South. Molton: Street, . Bond. Street, Ww. — “ie fr Bookie, 
eding. “Moderate. Bath ; lavatory. . Food as required. 
‘Stockey, 233, Brunswick Street, Manchester. 
"greatly. reduced prices.” M ant Honours, CRRTIFIRD and Business 
"LATEST SELF-FILLING & SELF-CLEANING PEN. 
SELF-FILLING: & SELF-GLEANING PERFESTION FOL FOUNTAIN ree: Sic ADVERTISEMENT 
mithdra @pprovel pa receipt: .~ Your guarantee—M returned jf not fully satisfied. Fine, medium, 
Any of our Readers, really genuine article cannot do better than these Bargains. (Agents Wanted. 
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to send for design showing ckact size of our 
: Price 39/6 ‘complete. 
at learn in'thée market. Sentto any part ofthe. 
Country ‘on Easy Terms, 5/- pet month.” 
W.J. HARRIS & CO..LTD., 
51, RYE LANE, PECKHA ee 
es?” 


‘Mollie: course 1 haven’ “They're Tavisible ; ‘can't. 


Kitty “Yes, they can } “‘Thave seen them. saw. them AT THE’ 
EVERY SUFFRAGIST 
AT. HER DRAPER'S 
At ARD of SMART'S INVISIBLE 


the invention and propérty two “members and 


3 


Models Half Price. 


“= ’ 
he 


Belgrave: Victoria. | 


— 


GIFTS IN LEATHER 


Makes BAGS, BELTS, NECK & MUEF CHAINS, SUSHIONS, 


100, SHEPHERD'S BUSH ROAD. 


EDUGATIONAL, DOMESTIC, GENERAL EMPLOYMENT AGENCY,’ 


Court Miltiner and Dressmaker. "Special terms given to members. _ Camden: Road, N. 


| Studios 4, Puunces AVENUE, | 


PRICE 4@, EACH OF ALL LOCAL DEALERS, 
ANUFACTURERS 


a 
= 


— 


‘GLYNE HALL RESIDENTIAL HOTEL. 


‘De La Warr Parade, 
BEARILL- ON - SEA, 


~ 


Established 


«4 


| FROM Gs, PER DAY; 35s. ‘PER 


‘Telephone 0439. PROPRIETRESS, 


~No Booking Pees. . 


stamp for GUILD, Bey Mark treat, 


Ae. 


c 


it ING STOP PUANDS 
> 


MISS. IRENE R.A.M., 


by, Mc. Broapbenr & Mons, 


ELOCUTION.. “GRETA GARNIER, 


TERA 


}—Vules Culture, Gesture; Acvent, Physical 
Speech Defects Corrected. 


~ 


French ‘Cleaners Ais An 


Caden Ra, 10, Russell Gdus., Kensington, 


4 bp 


% 


*, 


SISTER WIEBEL, 


Special Terms to Suffeapettis. 


> Classes and Private Lessons. | and Commeréial, Short 


“KATE RORKE” DRY SHAMPOO PONDER 


WATER: NO COLDS. (Prepared solely by the Florense Ca) 
Invaluable for Greasy or Fine Hair, Perfect cleanser. ‘Ravello xcellent dressing: 
+> Post Free, is. 


TEACHER OF MUSI 


‘MISS E EDITH. PENNY, SINGING. 


For Terms, 
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